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ABSTRACT  

 This study explores the underlying causes of low enrollment at the elementary 

and high school levels in Punjab Education Foundation (PEF) assisted schools. 

Despite efforts to improve educational access through public-private partnerships in 

Punjab, a significant number of children either drop out after primary education or 

never enroll at higher levels. Using a mixed-methods research design, the study 

incorporates data from 98 PEF school heads and stakeholders via structured 

questionnaires and telephonic interviews. Quantitative data were analyzed through 

descriptive statistics and cross-tabulations, while thematic analysis was used for 

qualitative insights. 

 Findings reveal that socio-economic challenges—particularly poverty, 

parental illiteracy, and child labor—are the most prevalent factors contributing to low 

enrollment. Other critical issues include lack of transport facilities, poor school 

infrastructure, madrassah preference, and ineffective educational policies. Gender 

disparities, early marriages, and migration to other private schools also emerged as 

significant contributing factors, especially in rural areas. The study concludes that 

while some infrastructure-related factors matter, socio-economic barriers are the 

primary deterrents to sustained student enrollment. It offers actionable 

recommendations such as transportation support, school upgrades, and community 

awareness programs to address these enrollment challenges. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 Education is the vital component for the success and development of any 

nation which is taken for granted and ignored in Pakistan. Pakistan has one of the 

worst literacy rates in the world which is one of the very core reasons for the slow 

growth and destructive economy. Unfortunately, Pakistan is ranked at 113th positions 

in the total 120 countries in literacy rate. (Akhtar, 2023).  Pakistan is frequently used 

as an example of a nation leading in Public-private partnerships (PPPs) trend in South 

Asia, where the government has been aggressively allocating public funds to low-fee 

private schools (LFPS) for educational purposes, particularly in Punjab province. 

More emphasis has recently been paid to the discussion around the role and influence 

of the private sector in delivering education in order to meet the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) and Education for All (EFA). Punjab gained international 

attention in 2015 when The Economist published an article titled "Learning 

Unleashed," announcing the province as the "new standard bearer for market-based 

education reform." Around that time, the Punjab government announced a policy that 

prioritized school expansion through a PPP through the semiautonomous Punjab 

Education Foundation (PEF) and prohibited the construction of new public, 

government-run schools. Punjab Education Foundation persists with the policy to 

bring maximum number of children in its schools within available resources. 

Approximately 16 percent of children aged 6 to 15 have never attended school, and 

there are currently over 5.5 million out-of-school children in Punjab (World Bank, 

2016). This study is indented to explore the reasons of low enrollment at middle and 

high level (6th-10th) PEF schools and will suggest possible solutions to cope with this 

problem. 
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Purpose of the Study 

 Pakistan is lagging behind in education in this global world. Achieving 100% 

literacy rate is a burning issue for the educationists. 

 Low enrollment and increase in dropout lead toward lower literacy rate in the 

country. 

 The purpose of this study is to explore the different reasons of low enrollment 

while transiting from primary to middle and then to high level of schooling in 

Punjab Education Foundation assisted schools. 

Statement of the Problem 

 According to the federal ministry of education and professional training report 

2023-24, the number of out of school children is 26.2 million. The Human 

Development Index of Pakistan (2015) reports that Pakistan is the 2nd highest in in the 

world in out of school children and every 12th out of school children is in Pakistan. 

33.2% students drop out after completing primary level of education. Only 1/3 of the 

primary students enter into the next level of education.  This study addresses the 

causes behind the lower enrollment and early dropout of the students at elementary 

and secondary stage of PEF schools. 

Objectives of the study 

 To find out the reasons behind low enrollment at middle and high level in PEF 

assisted schools. 

 To analyze schools’ compliance trend towards monitoring observations of 

PEF to give conducive environment in PEF assisted schools 
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Research Questions  

1. What are the reasons of low enrollment according to school heads and 

stakeholders at middle and high level PEF schools? 

2. How reasons of low enrollment are different at school type PEF schools, 

(FAS,EVS,NSP)? 

3. How reasons of low enrollment are different at school level ( middle, high)? 

4. How reasons of low enrollment are different in rural and urban PEF schools?  

5. What are the prevailing reasons of low enrollment at the schools having low 

enrollment? 

6. What are the reasons of students’ retention at the schools having high 

enrollment? 

7. To what extent, the assisted school show compliance towards the monitoring 

observations of PEF in order to provide conducive environment in schools? 

Significance of the Study 

 This study is intended to explore the underlying causes of the low enrollment 

in the PEF schools in Punjab and will identify possible factors that contribute to low 

enrollment. It will help stakeholders, policymakers, school heads and the government 

to understand the risk factors of low enrollment and will suggest possible and 

valuable ways to overcome this issue. It may also improve equity and accessibility for 

out of school children and help them to overcome most of the problematic factors that 

hinder their way to school. 
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LITERATURE REVIEW 

 Pakistan's high dropout rates continue to be a serious issue, impeding social 

and economic advancement and compromising educational advancement. According 

to the literature, socioeconomic constraints, the quality of education and the school 

environment, gender disparities, and cultural norms are the main causes of student 

dropout. 

Social and Economic Constraints  

In Pakistan, socioeconomic factors are commonly mentioned as the main 

reasons why students drop out of school. According to Rahman and Khan (2019), 

poverty leads many kids to drop out of school early in order to work to support their 

families. High dropout rates result from low-income families' inability to pay for 

education due to costs like supplies, uniforms, and transportation (Mughal & 

Aldridge, 2017). According to UNICEF Pakistan (2020), these budgetary limitations 

are particularly severe in rural regions due to the lack of adequate educational 

infrastructure and funding.  

Quality of Education and School Environment 

 Another major factor contributing to dropout rates is poor educational quality, 

which includes out-of-date curricula, underqualified teachers, and inadequate 

infrastructure. According to Ahmed (2021), rote-based teaching strategies and a 

dearth of interactive or hands-on learning opportunities frequently cause pupils to 

become disengaged. Additionally, Aslam and Kingdon (2020) talk about how 

inadequate facilities, crammed classrooms, and scarce resources create a demotivating 

learning environment that raises the risk of dropout. Khan (2018) also cites the high 
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rate of student dropouts as a result of the widespread use of corporal punishment, 

which is particularly common in rural institutions. 

Gender Disparities and Cultural Norms 

 Dropout rates are made worse by gender inequality, which is impacted by 

cultural and societal standards, especially for girls. According to the World Bank 

(2020), cultural attitudes that place a higher value on early marriage and household 

duties than education deter females from going to school in many places. Girls' 

attendance and dropout rates are also impacted by parental worries about safety, 

especially in places without facilities that are gender-segregated. According to Jamal 

(2019), boys are frequently pressured to make financial contributions, which pushes 

them out of school and into the workforce and contributes to the dropout rates.  

 Farah (2007), while analyzing the Pakistan Integrated Household Survey, 

indicated that the past decade has shown the highest dropout rates with minor 

fluctuations, particularly for students transitioning from elementary to middle school. 

Girls’ dropout rates are comparatively higher than those of boys in both rural and 

urban areas. In rural areas of the country, most families live in poverty or think that 

education is not vital for their children (Zulfiqar, Shabbir, & Ishfaq, 2019).  

Reasons of Low Enrollment reported by Ministry of Education 

The major causes for low enrollment and literacy were identified in the 

previously stated National Plan of Action (Ministry of Education 2001): 

 Students live a long distance from school and have a lack of physical facilities 

in schools. 
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 Students have substandard textbooks and a curriculum that is irrelevant to the 

needs of the community. 

 Schools lack qualified women teachers. 

 Schools have a high teacher–student ratio (48:1). 

 Students experience gender disparities and bias in curriculum and textbooks.  

 Poverty is pervasive. 

 Parents lack an understanding of the value/benefits of education. 

 The cost of sending children to school is high when they could be helping at 

work and home. 

 Pakistan's government significantly increased the funds for primary education 

in its education plan to control these issues and involve non-government organizations 

(NGOs) to manage primary and secondary schools known as private schools. 

Enrollment as Compared to Neighboring Countries 

 According to the World Bank, tertiary education enrolment was reported at 9 

% in 2018 in Pakistan as compared to 26% in India and 48% in China (World Bank, 

2018).  

By 2020, Pakistan's government aims to achieve a 15% gross enrolment in 

Pakistan higher education, which means Pakistan failed to achieve its higher 

education sector goals even in 2020. 

 Due to Pakistan's low total enrolment ratio, our country is unable to compete 

with other developing countries in the higher education sector indicates insufficient 

socio-economic development progress. 
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Theoretical framework of the study  

 Lack of motivation, unattractive school environment, low budget of education, 

pupil-school-teacher ratio are the reasons of low enrollment according to Pak-gulf 

economist survey,2022. Charles Pearson, 2019 found the low enrollment because of 

Poor grades, need for employment, school alternatives (not satisfying with public 

school). Lack of basic facilities, multi grade teaching, lack of parents’ interest, 

inadequate supervision, poor family condition (Rahman and Tareen, 2017). Shortage 

of teachers, school distance, poverty, house chores, cultural factors, pointed out by 

Njeru, Otube and Ondigi, 2016. Transportation, orphan hood, finance were the low 

enrollment reasons pointed out in the study of Matsol, M.J., et al. 2018. According to 

Rick. newberry@enrollmentcatalyst.com, Enrollment strategy/marketing plan, 

ineffective leadership, staffing issue, quality and satisfying issue, environmental issue 

are the main problems of low enrollment. Latif,2009 found out Lack of child interest, 

education quality, poverty of parents as the major reasons of low enrollment. 

Conceptual framework of the study 
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RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY 

Research methodology of the study was mix-method research, structured 

questionnaire was used to collect quantitative and interviews were conducted for 

qualitative data. Convergent parallel design was adopted because convergent parallel 

is used when overall conclusion is made after comparing and analyzing both type of 

data (quantitative and qualitative).  

Instrumentation 

 A questionnaire, consisting of 3 sections had been developed for data 

collection. Total 66 variables added in the questionnaire including 38 variables of 

demographics related to PEF schools only. An open ended question also added at the 

end of the questionnaire to state if there is any reason other than the stated reasons. 

 The data collection instrument (questionnaire) administered after ensuring 

validity and reliability through expert checking and pilot testing. Telephonic 

interviews are also conducted to gain insight depth of the study. Data has been 

collected from the principals and the vice principals of the selected schools. Google 

form is used to collect data because it was difficult to collect data physically from all 

across the district. Google form is administered after taking the consent and 

permission of the PEF officials. A WhatsApp chat group had been created including 

all the selected participants (320) Only 98 respondents filled out the survey form. 2 

schools from each region selected for interview. The participants were asked to 

explain the reasons of low enrollment, specifically which they are facing at their 

schools. 
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Population 

PEF assisted Secondary and Elementary schools located all around the Punjab 

are the population of the study.  FAS: 68% secondary and 29% elementary. EVS: 

21% secondary and 60% elementary.  NSP: 11% secondary and 53% elementary. 

FAS secondary; 68% in South, 23% in Center, and 9% in North region. FAS 

elementary; 73% in South, 15% in Center, and 12% in North region. NSP secondary; 

66%south, 20% center and 11% in north region. NSP elementary; 78% south, 15% 

center and 5.8% in north region. EVS secondary; 38% south, 55% center and 6% in 

north region. EVS elementary; 66% south, 27% center and 7% in north region. After 

recommendations of PEF officials, stakeholders; including parents, teachers and 

community persons, also included in the study.  

Sampling  

Proportionate stratified sampling is used for data collection. 

 FAS secondary; 68% in South, 23% in Center, and 9% in North region. 

 FAS elementary; 73% in South, 15% in Center, and 12% in North region. 

 NSP secondary; 66%south, 20% center and 11% in north region. 

 NSP elementary; 78% south, 15% center and 5.8% in north region. 

 EVS secondary; 38% south, 55% center and 6% in north region. 

 EVS elementary; 66% south, 27% center and 7% in north region. 

 Descriptive statistics had been used to analyze the data.   

 Frequency had been calculated to check the percentages. 
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 Proportionate sampling was used in the study. All the schools were 

categorized as; schools with lower enrolment (up to 500), schools with higher 

enrollment (more than 500). 5% from each type (FAS, NSP, EVS) of schools of both 

levels (elementary and secondary) from all the three regions under three categorize 

had been selected as sample. Total 320 schools had been selected as sample according 

to proportionate sampling. Stakeholders were randomly selected for data collection. 

There was total 21 forms, get filled by the stakeholders. 

Data collection 

 Data had been collected from the principals and the vice principals of the 

selected schools. Google form was used to collect data because it was difficult to 

collect data physically from all across the district. Google form was administered after 

taking the consent and permission of the PEF officials. A WhatsApp chat group had 

been created including all the selected participants (320) Only 98 respondents filled 

out the survey form. Two schools from each region selected for interview. 

Questionnaire had been modified for data collection from stakeholders, because there 

was total 38 variables only specific to PEF schools.  

Data Analysis  

 The data had been analyzed using SPSS. Descriptive statistics had been 

applied like frequencies to check the percentages of the respondents against a nominal 

scale (yes/no) and cross-tabulation to check the % of respondents based on their 

school level, school type, school area, and schools with higher and lower enrollment 

separately. Percentages had also been calculated of middle and high schools’ 

compliance trends of different indicators set by PEF authorities to be followed by the 

partner schools. While merging the data, collected from PEF schools and the 
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stakeholders, a graph has also been plotted to show the overall %.  For the analysis of 

qualitative data, thematic analysis has been done, and presented in the form of pie 

chart and verbatim of the participants have also been added for authenticity. 

  

PEF
Inam Randhawa (Assistant Director SD)

astdir.sdit.pef 202.83.171.7
24/8/2026 12:23:58 PM



  12

School type        FAS NSP EVS Total 

%  53.1 20.4 26.5 100.0 

 

 After proportionate stratification, random schools have been selected out of 

the strata, according to their type; FAS, EVS, NSP. Out of 100%, 53% FAS, twenty% 

NSP and twenty-six % EVS schools were the participants of the study.  

School Level middle high Total 

 % 40.8 59.2 100.0 

 

The sample schools were selected the according to the proportion of the 

middle and high school, and there were about 41 % middle schools and 59% high 

schools, which participated in the study. 

School Region south central north Total 

 % 53.1 32.7 14.3 100.0 

 

There were total 53% schools from south, 33% were from central and 14% 

from north region, which participated in the study, region wise distribution of the 

schools was already existed, the researcher just selected the schools proportionately.  

School Area rural urban Total 

 % 65.3 34.7 100.0 

 

Out of 100% the participation rate of rural and urban schools was 65.3% and 

34.7% respectively.  
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The above graph is about the compliance trends of the middle and high 

schools, the data shows that most of the schools shows compliance towards PEF 

indicators. The indicators like clean water, boundary wall, electricity, security guard, 

and valid affiliation are 100% fulfilled by the PEF schools. Some of the indicators 

like science labs, extra rooms, staff rooms, canteen, electric water cooler are most 
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fulfilled by high schools than middle schools, while the indicators like slides, swings 

and Led show slightly  higher % at middle  than high level. 

 

 The data shows that gender disparity, madrassah education, lack of transport 

facility, school distance from home, students low level of motivation, poverty and 

school environment are the factors by which the enrollment is mostly effected in the 

rural areas  while some of the factors which equally effect the enrollment trends in 

both urban and rural areas like; labor work, educational expenditure, parents lack of 

interest and migration to other private school. The data shows that students’ age, and 

their low interest in studies and lack of basic facilities at schools are slightly 

dominating factors effecting low enrolment in urban schools. 
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 The above graph shows the factors effecting the enrolment trends at 

elementary and high-level PEF (FAS, NSP, EVS) schools. poverty, labor work and 

family migration are the top 3 factors that are the reasons of low enrollment in NSP 

schools, more than 80% respondents agreed that these are the main reasons of low 

enrollment at NSP schools. more than 70% respondents of EVS schools reported that 
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poverty, students’ low level of motivation and their lack of interest in studies and 

students’ age are the main factors, while the data from FAS schools shows that 

poverty, lack of transport facilities, labor work and students low level of motivation 

are the main factors effecting the enrollment trends with more than 60%. Negative 

peer teacher perception, high student teacher ratio and corporal punishment were the 

lowest effecting factors in all types of schools. 

 

The above graph shows the data according to the school level, middle and high and 

the data shows that most of the factors are equally effecting at both level of schooling 
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like; poverty, labor work, lack of students interest and motivation, gender disparity, 

communication gap with community, madrassah education, tough syllabus, lack of 

transport facility and school environment, while students age, migration, educational 

expenditure, poor grades and early marriages are dominating factors at middle level 

than high level. Negative peer teacher perception and corporal punishment are least 

reporting factors, effecting low enrolment. 
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The data of the above graph is based on the % of the respondents of the 

schools with lower enrollment(up to 500) and the schools with high enrollment( more 

than 500), it shows that most of the factors effecting nearly equally, with less than 

10% difference at both level of enrollment but there are some where the difference 

lies, lack of students motivation is 80% in high schools where it is 66% in middle 

schools, low enrollment due to family migration is 73% in middle schools and 53% in 

high schools, security problem is 33% at  middle schools while 19% at high schools. 

the results are not surprisingly different at both levels of enrollment. 
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 The above graph gives us an overall picture of the factors effecting the low 

enrollment at PEF partners schools, the respondents were the schools principals, vice 
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community and early marriages were the factors reported 50% with yes and 50% with 

no. poverty, students’ low level of motivation, parents’ illiteracy, labor work, 

madrassah education, lack of transport facility were the factors that highly effected 

the school enrollment, while negative peer teacher perception, corporal punishment, 

high student teacher ratio, prolonged illness of the students were the factors with high 

% of no. 

Thematic analysis 

 Thematic analysis has been done to interviews’ data. Verbatim of the partners 

also added in the generated themes for data validation. Word cloud has also been 

generated of the interview data which shows the strength of the words and intensity of 

their usage. 

Themes emerged from the data 

1: Low income of parents 

 5 out of 6 participants reported that the low income of parents is a reason of 

not sending their children to study further after primary. “Parents can’t afford the 

educational expenditure of their children so they take them to work”, Aslam. 

As Javeed reported: “The parents who are living hand to mouth they prefer to send 

their children to labor work instead of studying, due to this 70% enrollment 

decreased”. Haseeb reported the parents’ inability to pay for expenditure; “As bags 

goes bigger, demands get higher” 

2: Skill learning/ labor work 

 Skill learning or doing other work for earning is also a main reason for low 

enrollment as reported by 5 out of 6 partners. “After getting primary education most 
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of the parents prefer their children especially boys, to learn some skills so that they 

may earn their livings and support family”, (Aslam, Adnan, Javeed and Haseeb).  

“Some parents think the education is of no use and time wastage activity, so it’s better 

to make their children learning a skill”, Shakkeel.   

3: School Infrastructure and Rented Buildings   

  School infrastructure and rented buildings is also a reason of low enrollment 

and dropout of students because many of the students left school during building 

shifting and congested buildings. Some of the schools lack basic facilities and are 

unable to cater a certain community in fulfilling their educational needs so most of the 

students drop at early level of schooling, as reported by one of the partner, Javeed, 

“we have 3-4 sections at primary level and most of the students prefer to go to high 

schools after passing primary instead of staying at middle schools, because we not 

affiliated with the board. we can’t enroll more than a certain number due to 

infrastructure”.  

Azher Zahoor showed a great concern towards the problems faced by school 

owners regarding enrollment due to rented buildings and school shifting, as he said: 

“On completion of agreement period with the building owner, rent is highly 

increased. Building owner blackmailed school owner with heavy increase otherwise 

insist to vacate the building”. 

 “Capacity of rooms is not as per will & wish. Uneven size of rooms. 

Additional rooms are constructed with strict policies. Heavy demand for construction 

of desired rooms even blackmailed for relieving the building if not paid required 

amount”. 
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“When the building owner observes increase in enrolment, he pressurizes for 

increase in rent and threats for vacation”. 

 “The poor partners are paying billions to building owners, which is great 

disaster in upgrading the school level. On other hand, strict policy of building shifting 

imposed by PEF (distance 500-M….600-M). In this range, it becomes difficult to 

arrange building of 25-30 rooms”. 

4: Migration to other Private Schools/School Shifting 

 3 out of 6 partners, Javeed, Adnan, Aslam, reported that: “the students 

belonging to well off families prefer to send their children to other private schools 

which are comparatively better”. 

  Adnan, “we can’t afford highly qualified staff because of less payments so the 

parents who have awareness send their children to other private school where staff is 

highly qualified”. 

5:  Enrollment/Educational Policies  

 PEF enrollment and verification policies restrict some of the partners to enroll 

students and some govt. steps also leave the community in chaos. Following are the 

verbatim of some partners regarding these issues:  

 AZHAR: “For last 6-years specific days are given for new admission firstly in 

the initial days (First Round) with limited admissions against passed out and secondly 

after summer vacation against drop out. Duration of two rounds is given with limited 

days and new admission form is closed whole of the year. Students are not enrolled as 

per school sanctioned capacity but also failed to enroll as per building capacity”.  

“Newly admitted students are kept in NADRA Pending module for months”, ASLAM.  
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Shakeel: “to focus on education is very basic need for every country but our 

educational policies are not consistent, medium of instruction changes very often 

that mostly students can’t understand the true sense of knowledge so they shirk work 

and eventually drop. Teachers’ trainings are not up to the mark for quality teaching 

which leads towards students’ retention”.  

6: Long Summer Vocations 

 Long and abrupt vocations are the reason of low enrollment at high level of 

education is reported only by one participant of the study. As Shakeel said;  

“long summer vocations cause students to drop out because they start earning and 

once they enter into field it is difficult for them to do study and this case is mostly with 

the low motivated students. Students attachment with the institutes and studies 

minimized during long period vocations. Students growth increased during this period 

and parents thinks about the marriage specially of the girls”.   

7: Madrassah Education 

 Madrassah education is also a reason of low enrollment stated by the partners. 

Especially in rural areas mostly parents prefer madrassah education over schools’. 

Parents are still unaware about the importance of education. As Shakeel said; “our 

school locality is rural and most of the parents want their children to get religious 

education after passing primary”. 

8: Gender Disparity 

 In some rural areas early marriage of the girls is still practiced, mostly girls do 

not get enroll in high level schooling because of their marriages, “girls get married 

after reaching puberty this is a reason of their dropout”, (shakeel). 
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“To invest on girls’ education is not as fruitful as of boys, so some parents prefer 

boys’ education over girls”, (Ahmad). 

WORD CLOUD OF THE DATA 

 

 The above word cloud present the visual representation of the words mostly 

used in the data provided by the PEF partners regarding the low enrollment reasons of 

middle and high level schools. Bolder the words, more important they are in the data. 

Parents’ low income, students’ labor work, rented building problems, madrassah 

education, long vocations and early marriages of the girls etc. are main highlights of 

the data in the given cloud. 
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 The pie chart shows that most of the reasons of low enrollment are low income 

of parents, poverty and child labor which means that parents can’t afford the 

expenditure of their children’s high level schooling and prefer to send them on work 

for earning their livings. 18% respondents also highlighted that the school 

infrastructure does not help more enrollment and most of the students left schools 

because of the poor infrastructure and lack of basic facilities at schools. 13% 

respondents highlighted the issue that policies of PEF do not support the extra 

enrolment, for example limited time period of enrolling new students and delaying 

verification problems. Madrassah education, gender disparity and long vocations also 

highlighted by 4% respondents, as the reason of early dropout and low enrollment. 
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DISCUSSION 

 Pakistan has one of the worst literacy rates in the world which is one of the 

very core reasons for the slow growth and destructive economy. Unfortunately, 

Pakistan is ranked at 113th positions in the total 120 countries in literacy rate. 

(Akhtar, 2023). Punjab Education Foundation persists with the policy to bring 

maximum number of children in its schools within available resources. 

Approximately 16 percent of children aged 6 to 15 have never attended school, and 

there are currently over 5.5 million out-of-school children in Punjab (World Bank, 

2016). The purpose of this study was to find out the reasons of low enrollment at 

middle and high level  of PEF schools. The research questions were; How the reasons 

of low enrollment are different in rural urban schools? How the reasons of low 

enrollment are different regarding school type(FAS,EVS,NSP)? How the reasons of 

low enrollment are different regarding school level( middle, high)? What are the 

prevailing reasons of low enrollment at the schools having low enrollment? What are 

the reasons of students’ retention at the schools having high enrollment? What are the 

reasons of low enrollment according to school heads and the stakeholders? To what 

extent, the assisted school show compliance towards the monitoring observations of 

PEF in order to provide conducive environment in schools? For finding the answers 

of these research questions, a two sectioned questionnaire was developed for 

quantitative data collection, one to check the compliance trend towards monitoring 

observations of PEF, and the other section was consisted of twenty eight factors with 

nominal scale of yes/no. and for qualitative data telephonic interviews were 

conducted.  

The analysis of the data has been done according to urban and rural divide and 

the most of the reasons of low enrolment at rural schools were poverty, labor work, 
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lack of transport facility and school distance from the home, while at urban schools 

students low level of motivation was slightly highly reported than rural schools. in 

rural areas most of the people can’t afford the expenditure of the high schooling and 

they are not well educated too to understand the importance of education so they 

prefer to send their children on labor work or to learn some skills to earn their living 

after primary. The second reason of low enrollment at middle and high level in rural 

areas is that the high schools are located far away from most of the villages and it 

costs a lot to the poor parents to send the children far away because they can’t afford 

transportation expenditure. The second question is about the reasons of low 

enrollment at different types of PEF schools and the analysis showed that poverty is 

the main reason in almost every type of schools. family migration and labor work 

were the dominating reasons at NSP schools, students’ age, their low level of 

motivation were the reasons at EVS schools while lack of transport facilities and labor 

work were mostly reported by FAS schools. If the data is analyzed according to 

middle and high level schools, we find that educational expenditure, students age , 

poor grades of the students and early marriages are mostly reported. If some students 

are more in age than their class fellows, they tend to leave school early and some of 

them got married at earl stage of life, lack of transport, madrassah education, poverty, 

labor work and communication gap with community about the educational importance 

and students low level of motivation are the reasons equally find out at both level of 

schools. The sample was selected  on the basis of higher and lower enrollment to 

check whether the schools having more than 500 enrollment and the schools having 

the enrollment lower than 500 facing the similar reasons of students drop out after 

primary to elementary and elementary to high, the data shows that both type of the 

schools were facing almost similar reasons of low enrollment, because most of the 
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students don not get high education because their parents can’t afford their 

educational expenditure and transportation because most of the high schools are not 

nearby. Most of the students are send to earn money or to learn some skills so that 

they can stable early in their life, as one of the interviewee also highlighted the issue 

that during long period summer vocations children are set to labor work and spending 

two to three months in the field without studying, this make the students’ motivation 

level down and they do not return to school after vocation rather they prefer to earn 

living. The analysis of the data from the stakeholders and the school principals 

showed that poverty was the highest reason of the low enrollment and also the 

students low level of motivation, lack of transport facilities, labor work, madrassah 

education and parents lack of interest in their children’s’ education were the main 

reasons of low enrollment. The qualitative data also highlighted these reasons of low 

enrollment, as one of the interviewee highlighted the students think that education is 

no more important to earn living but the social media is better for making money than 

studying. Prevailing use of social and digital media is making students low motivated 

towards studying. 

Conclusion  

 The study showed that socio- economic factors were most prevailing reasons 

of low enrolment after that the factors related to students and house-hold effected the 

enrolment at PEF middle and high level schools. the study showed that the factors that 

least effected the enrollment were school related, like; student teacher ratio, negative 

peer teacher perception, safety and security measures at schools and low qualified 

staff. Family migration and migration of the students to other schools were also the 

reasons reported significantly in the study, the parents who are hand to mouth, 

migrated towards cities and put their children on work, this make the students drop 
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out of the schools. the second is that the parents who can afford better education 

prefer to send their children to some other good private schools. The study concluded 

that the socio-economic is the main hindrance to get the students high level education. 

Recommendations  

Based on the study result, here are some recommendations that can be considered for 

increasing enrollment at middle and high level schools:  

 Why there are more enrollment at primary level and less at middle and even 

lesser at high level, because there are more primary schools which are nearer 

to the locals, few middle schools and very few high schools, so there must be 

high schools which can be accessible to every student. 

 Some parents want their children to study after primary or elementary, but the 

high schools are not too near to go by foot and they can’t afford transportation 

expenses, so it is recommended that schools must provide free transportation 

facility especially for middle and high school students and PEF must provide 

travel  expenses to schools as per student. 

 PEF partners must design effective communication strategies and take some 

measures to spread the awareness about the importance of education among 

community members. 

 Parents and stakeholders must be involved in decision making, so they can 

feel confidence and negotiate about the domestic issues; that can cause 

dropout of the students, the PEF partners must consider their concerns and 

make possible solutions to the problems. 
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 Students lack of interest in studies and low level of motivation decreasing with 

increasing use of social and digital media, there must be some motivational 

activities for students that can increase their morale and interest in studies.  

 To cope up with the labor work and skill learning, there must be some 

practical and skill learning activities in second shift of schools rather than rote 

memorization up to middle or high level, it may helpful in better retention of 

students. 
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