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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present study was to find out the causes of student’s dropout from
Punjab Education Foundation partner schools. The research adopted mixed method
approach to investigate the study. The population of this study was all the students,
parents and teachers of schools under Punjab Education Foundation Programs in
Punjab. There were 3689 Foundation Assisted Schools (FAS) partner schools, 1592
Education Voucher Scheme (EVS) partner schools and 2164 New Schools Programs
(NSP) partner schools in 41 districts of the Punjab province that constituted the
population. Sample of the population were selected from FAS, EVS, and NSP
program of Punjab Education Foundation from three districts (Lahore, Bhakkar &
Muzafargarh). From each program one school was taken for the study that had a high
dropout rate according to PEF records. In the quantitative research, the sample size
included sixty teachers from three district (Lahore, Bhakkar & Muzafargarh). In the
qualitative component of the research, six students and six parents from each district
were chosen as a sample. In quantitative research component, convenient sampling
technique was used to investigate the perception of teachers regarding the causes of
students’ dropping out from Punjab Education Foundation. In qualitative research,
Purposive sampling technique was used to identify the perceptions of students and
their parents regarding the causes of dropping students from Punjab Education
Foundation. The quantitative data collected from the participants was entered into
SPSS version 24 for analysis. Quantitative data were analysed, which include
descriptive statistics (percentages, frequency). The researcher developed the close-
ended questionnaire to identify the perception of teachers and semi structured
interview guide to explore the experiences and perceptions of students and their

parents. Results indicated that parental illiteracy, teacher behaviour, school



mismanagement, examination flaws, and student health and academic challenges all
intersect to influence student retention. Interventions such as parental education
initiatives, teacher training programs, school infrastructure enhancements,
examination system reforms, and student support services are crucial in mitigating
dropout rates and fostering a conducive learning environment.

Keywords: Punjab education foundation, FAS, EVS, NSP, schools, drop out, students
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

This chapter will introduce the topic. Moreover, the objectives, significance,
limitations, scope of the study will also be discussed here. Researcher will also
discuss the design of the study, population of the study, and the sample
Background

Education plays a crucial part in the moral, social, political, and intellectual
progress of individuals. On a broader scale, it is pivotal in the process of nation
building. While the light may appear to emanate from a bulb, its actual source lies in
the generator that supplies the current. Similarly, a nation's positive attributes can be
attributed to the education provided to its citizens. Education significantly contributes
to human resource development, alleviating poverty, fostering political maturity,
promoting institutional refinement, and ensuring economic stability. It serves as the
primary and foremost factor in a country's national progress and economic growth.
According to Khan (2010), in the era of globalization, nations worldwide are making
concerted efforts to leverage various educational methods to equip their citizens with
the skills necessary for responsible and mature human resources. In the fiercely
competitive landscape of economic development and political influence among
nations, the active participation of well-educated and trained individuals is imperative.
The importance of educated individuals has gained unprecedented recognition in this
era of globalization.

Pakistan is fully dedicated to fulfilling its global responsibilities by enhancing
the state of education. Achieving a 100% literacy rate is a major government priority,
with a focus on promoting education, raising literacy levels, improving teacher

capacity, and upgrading facilities in all educational institutions. Both federal and



provincial governments are working towards providing free education up to the tenth
grade. Efforts are also underway to encourage private sector investment in the
education sector as a national cause (Government of Pakistan, 2016). However, the
progress needed to accomplish these crucial goals is not aligning with our aspirations.
Reviewing various educational policies implemented by different governments in
Pakistan since its inception reflects a consistent desire to enhance literacy rates and
improve education quality. Challenges such as political instability, insufficient
commitment, resource constraints, a shortage of skilled manpower, and other factors
are hindering progress in the education sector (Anees, 2021)

Pakistan, through Article 25-A of its constitution, has asserted its commitment
to providing free and required education for every child aged 5 to 17 years (GOP,
2012). According to projections from the NIPS, there are presently 51.55 million
children in Pakistan in the 5-16 age group. Out of this, only 28.84 million kids attend
instructive institutions, leaving 22.9 million children between the ages of 5-16 years
out of school. Enrolment rates vary significantly across provinces/areas and genders,
with higher challenges in rural areas where public schools experience substantial
annual dropouts (UIS, 2017). Numerous factors contribute to children opting out of
education, resulting in elevated dropout rates. These factors encompass poverty, child
labor, insufficient education quality, poor health conditions, inadequate teaching
standards, lengthy travel distances to schools, and parents' lack of educational
background, as highlighted by Mughal and Aldridge (2017). Educational indicators
highlight that Pakistan's performance in the education sector is unsatisfactory.
Currently, Pakistan allocates a minimal 2.2% of its GDP to education, which is the
lowest in the entire region. Consequently, the literacy rate is as low as 57%

(Government of Pakistan, 2016). The situation is particularly dire for females and the



rural population. Even in the province of Punjab, the literacy rate stands at a mere
59%. Female literacy rates are significantly lower than those of males, and the
conditions are more challenging in rural areas of the province (Government of
Pakistan, 2016).

The Pakistani educational system is divided into three areas: governmental,
private, and religious institutions. Statistics show that public school systems comprise
61% of overall primary attendance (GOP, 2014). Conversely, the private sector plays
a more dominant role at the middle or elementary level, capturing 63% of enrolment.
According to Pakistan Education Statistics, 41% of public schools contribute to 65%
of the total enrolment at the secondary level (GOP, 2017). In Punjab, approximately
7.5 million children between the ages of 5 and 16 are not enrolled in school, as
reported by SDPI in 2015.

The reasons for school dropout can be intricate and differ from province to
province and even district to district. Various research studies on dropout reveal
several contributing factors, including poverty, distance to school, subpar education
quality, lack of physical facilities, untrained teachers, teacher irregularity, a shortage
of female teachers in girls' educational institutions, medium of instructions, security
concerns in girls' educational institutions, classroom congestion, and insufficient
oversight of instruction. Individual and family problems, including uneducated
grandparents, impoverishment, and bad health, all constitute substantial barriers to
primary school enrolment and graduation. Furthermore, socioeconomic variables such
as abandoned children, migrants, indigenous minority categories, and children of
various dialects are more likely to drop out (UNESCO, 2013).

The NEP (2009) highlights the existence of three parallel education systems in

Pakistan, namely private, religious, and public, all striving to provide education to the



population. Over the last ten years, private enterprise has grown as a major provider,
providing outstanding schooling in both urban and suburban areas. The governing
body is legally accountable to offer an obligatory education to all students to the
secondary level. Although there has been partial success in ensuring free access to
education, maintaining quality education for a large number of students in
impoverished areas remains a challenge. Parents in urban and rural areas often
express dissatisfaction with public schools and seek better educational opportunities
for their children. Recognizing the limitations, the Government of Pakistan introduced
a public-private partnership known as the Punjab Education Foundation (PEF) in
1992. This independent body aims to promote quality education on a non-commercial
basis. Various initiatives, such as providing stipends to female students, the Danish
School Project, Foundation Assisted Schools, and the Education Voucher Scheme,
have been implemented to address the challenges faced by out-of-school children.

These initiatives aim to fulfill the objectives and benchmarks outlined by the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and Education for All (EFA). The Punjab
Education Foundation envisions cultivating an educated society by partnering with the
private sector to guarantee access to education as a fundamental right in Punjab. Their
mission centers on advancing quality education through Public-Private Partnerships,
supporting and facilitating private sector initiatives with technical and financial
support, and developing innovative approaches to expand educational opportunities
for underprivileged children at reasonable costs, as articulated by the Government of
Punjab in 2014.

The Punjab Educational Foundation is using the private sector to help more
than 2.5 million economically deprived children. The foundation supports schools

where pupils enrol and supports for free opportunities for excellent schooling by



providing financial assistance at the rate of Rs.550 for preschool to five grades,
Rs.600 for between six and eight grades, Rs.900 for between nine and ten arts classes,
Rs.1100 for eight to ten science classes, Rs.1200 for intermediate arts classes, and
Rs.1500 for intermediate science instruction per enrolled and verified student. The
Punjab Educational Foundation disburses funds through partner institutions’ bank
accounts on a regular basis.

Partner schools must complete (QATs), and if pupils fail twice, the association
with the institution is cancelled. The Punjab Educational Foundation's Academics
Developmental Unit (ADU) is the in charge of organizing and administering
assessments to all partner schools. The ADU has a dedicated staff that teaches Math,
English, the language of Urdu chemistry, physics, The field of biology, and IT. These
topic specialists are entrusted with creating QATs specific for collaborating schools,
with examinations based on the theory of Bloom's Taxonomy.

The Punjab Schools Educational Department (SED), with cooperation from
PMIU and DSD, oversees 52,941 public schools. Every school district has a District
Education Board that oversees all affairs and addresses district-level concerns.

Several research gaps have been identified, and the current study aims to
contribute to the existing body of knowledge by identifying the causes of students
dropping out from the Punjab Education Foundation. Addressing the dropout problem
can be more effective when viewed from the viewpoints of the students who drop out,
drop out students, teachers, and parents involved in the service delivery process.
Notably, the current literature on school dropout in Punjab Education Foundation
often lacks the viewpoints of students, teachers, and parents. Previous studies on
school dropouts in Pakistan have not delved into individual stories from PEF School

dropouts, their parents, and teachers. This study seeks to fill this gap and enrich



existing information by capturing insights directly from those involved in the dropout
phenomenon.
Statement of the Problem

The high dropout rate, both generally and specifically at the school level, is a
critical policy concern that demands immediate attention to achieve the target of
universal school education. A comprehensive study was urgently needed to investigate
the causes of low retention, low participationand high dropout rates from the Punjab
Education Foundation. The existing programs seem to have limited results, possibly
due to a lack of proper integration into educational policies. The quality of teachers
may also contribute to student dropouts, as a single teacher often handles multiple
levels of classes without expertise. In addition to institutional weaknesses, Household
economic constraints and socioeconomic issues may make it difficult to pursue higher
education. Students may depart at various phases of their schooling in Pakistan.
Conducting study to examine the factors leading to this scenario is vital, and
corrective actions based on evidence should be done to solve the problem efficiently.
This critical policy issue demands a broader viewpoint for politicians, planners,
education managers, teachers, and teachers to engage in meaningful debate and
discover answers. Investigating the issues, the country has in providing excellent
education to the public, specially in terms of demand and supply, is equally critical.
Objectives of the Study

The objectives of the study were as under:
1. To identify the causes of student’s dropout from schools of Punjab Education
Foundation.
a) To explore the perception of teachers regarding causes of student’s dropout

from schools of Punjab Education Foundation.



b) To explore the perception of parents regarding causes of student’s dropout
from schools of Punjab Education Foundation.
c) To explore the perception of students regarding causes of student’s dropout
from schools of Punjab Education Foundation.
2. To suggest measures to reduce dropout rate.
Research Questions
The following research questions were formulated to address the research
objectives.
1. What are the causes of students’ dropout from schools of Punjab Education
Foundation?
a) What are the causes of students’ dropout from Punjab Education Foundation
schools in view of the teachers?
b) What are the causes of students’ dropout from Punjab Education Foundation
schools in view of the parents?
c) What are the causes of students’ dropout from Punjab Education Foundation
schools in view of the students?
2. What are the measures to reduce dropout rate?
Significance of the Study
This study aims to gather perspectives from teachers of school councils,
parents, and dropped-out students equally. By considering these collective viewpoints,
a deeper understanding of the dropout phenomenon at the grassroots level can be
gained, offering significant insights for policy and intervention implementation. The
study's findings are expected to facilitate practical decision-making at federal,
provincial, regional, and district levels, benefiting all stakeholders involved.

Empirically, this study holds significance as it delves into extreme cases that were not



extensively studied in earlier literature. Theoretical contributions are made by
providing new insights into the causes of student dropout in Pakistan. The study may
prove beneficial to the government, especially in advancing human resource
development (HRD) through partnerships among NGOs, private and public sectors,
ultimately contributing to the assurance of quality education. It can serve as a valuable
resource for administration, researchers, theorists, stakeholders, and organizational
management. Additionally, this study may serve as a guideline for future research
interested in identifying the causes of dropping students from the Punjab Education
Foundation.
Delimitation of the Study

Due to a lack of time, effort and resources, the scope of this study was limited
to schools working under Punjab Education Foundation Programs in Punjab District.
Definition of Key Terms
Enrolment Rate

It is the amount of learners registered on the academic records of a certain
college or university at a given moment. In Pakistan, enrolment means the number of
students registered as of the thirty-first of Oct of the academic semester (Pakistan
Educational Statistics, 2016).
Dropout

A dropout is a student who began an educational year and departed before the
completion of the academic year and was not enrolled somewhere.
Teacher

Teacher at a school is an individual who provides education for people; one

who teaches or instructs.



Public Schools

Public schools are those that are overseen by the authorities and get funding
from them.
Punjab Education Foundation Partner Schools

PEF partner institutions are school that operate under the direction of the

Punjab Education Foundation through private-public collaborations.
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CHAPTER 2

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

In this chapter, a review of related studies is presented, highlighting numerous
contributions to the literature on the causes of dropping students from the Punjab
Education Foundation. This reflects an advancement in the understanding of the
variables under consideration.

Concept of Dropout

Any pupil who quits education before graduating, finishing study, or finishing
a particular educational cycle is referred to as a "dropout" (Khan & Shah, 2001). It
includes pupils who drop out of school before finishing the academic year they
started, which means they are not entitled to a final grade for that year or an official
record attesting to their completion of that specific education (Estevao & Alvares,
2014; Witte et al., 2013). In short, leaving school before completing a designated
educational cycle such as primary, middle, or high school, is referred to as a dropout.
In particular, it covers pupils who drop out of school before finishing for any reason
other than death (Kamal, 2002; Attaullah, 2000).

Definitions of Dropout

Researchers have defined the term "dropout" in various ways. According to
Jamil et al. (2020), a dropout refers to students who discontinue schooling for any
reason other than death, leaving their education incomplete. This definition
encompasses students at all academic levels, including those expelled due to academic
failure, as well as those who stop studying due to illness. Malik (2023) defines a
dropout as someone who leaves school before completing a course of study, offering a
broad and general description. Umoh (1986) describes a dropout as a student who

leaves school before completing their enrolled program, regardless of the reason,
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providing a thorough and precise definition. Additionally, a joint research effort by the
Government of Pakistan in 2000 defines dropout as the withdrawal of children from
school at any stage before completing primary education, emphasizing that it includes
students who leave their education unfinished for any reason before completing their
enrolled program or level of instruction.
Types of dropout

There has never been an identifiable and widely approved categorization or sorts
of school dropout in any instructional book throughout history. However, every
attempt is made to provide constructive criticism and correction when warranted. This
categorization, as previously stated, doesn't depend on any past pattern or norm.
Livingston (2019):

e Accidental dropouts.

e Category dropouts

e Cohort dropouts.

All dropouts form education could fall under one of the categories based on
the rationales under.
Accidental dropouts
This is the bit dropout caused by all factors or conditions that exist in their

surroundings at a given moment and drive the student, who may or might not be a
future dropout, into dropping out of education. In simple terms, all ecological
variables include limited access to the proper type of schooling or college, altering
nature of temperature and weather illnesses protection and security of the
surroundings, the standard of the school, having access to employment, motivation,

illness, among others.
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Category dropouts

Children drop out of school due to many societal, financial, and political
circumstances. This sort of dropout has become a possible dropout before actually
dropping off school. For instance, pupils who drop out of school before graduating
owing to familial circumstances, the hierarchy of castes in the community, inadequate
growth in education of both parents and society, impairments caused by genetics,
gender choice, or political convictions.
Cohort dropouts

Cohort dropouts are people who have dropped out as a consequence of the
effect of the community to which they currently or formerly belonged, as well as the
impact of their faith and education, which were previously valued highly. The
influence of classmates or friends has a significant impact on the type of the dropout,
such as early marriages and premature deliveries.
Characteristics of Potential Dropout

Several educationists have explored various components of secondary school
courses in relation to student early exit. However, the topic of determining who is a
possible dropout for educational interventions in the face of this phenomena appears
to have stayed ambiguous. Nonetheless, studies have shown that early school leavers
are less intellectually brilliant than their secondary school counterparts. According to
Howell (1999), the success of a dropout in the educational component of the
educational programme ranks low beneath that of their respective fellow students,
who obtain secondary school degrees, and his/her accomplishment in the other
businesses prestige-bearing aspects of their accomplishment than those who
graduates. Palmore (1967) also reinforced this idea, stating that a child's cognitive

ability contributes significantly to his early exit from school. In the study of 196 kids,
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he discovered that 9% of four exceptional pupils dropped out, whereas 54% of the
154 inadequate students left education unexpectedly.

This study implies that the majority of probable dropouts originate from the
inadequate. In contrast to the preceding idea, Litcher (1967) said that most pupils who
remain in school until graduation have been identified as having 1Qs that are less than
many dropouts. Given these two contrasting viewpoints, it is impossible to infer that
the intelligence quotient is a criterion for predicting probable dropouts because a
respectable proportion among pupils with superior 1Q dropped out of schooling
(Fobih, 2015). Based on Elliot (2018), Pupils in disconnected relationships are at an
increased risk of not realizing their potential owing to factors such as limited access to

schools' administrators and programs, and a lack of socioeconomic variety.
Situation of Students’ Dropout in Pakistan

In accordance with Pakistan's constitutional duty and its international
commitments, the issue of dropout rates is a major policy concern that must be
resolved to achieve the goal of higher education. Globally, dropout rates are high,
impacting both developed and developing nations, especially in elementary education.
Even among elementary school students in countries where poverty is prevalent,
dropout rates are strikingly high (Durrani et al., 2021). Pakistan has a higher dropout
rate than other developing nations, which is linked to poor parent-teacher interactions,
an inadequate primary education system, and a shortage of qualified teachers (Ajaja et
al., 2012).

It is reported in Pakistan Education Statistics (2016—17), there is an equal
distribution of male and female students with a 67% survival rate to grade V.
Particularly, Gilgit Baltistan and the Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) have reported

100% survival rates. But there are considerable regional differences, with the national
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dropout rate being 33%. At 66% (63% male and 74% female), FATA has the highest
dropout rate, Balochistan at 59% (56% female and 61% male). By comparison,
Punjab with total 27%, while AJK has the lowest at 15%. These figures highlight how
urgent and intricate it is to solve the issue of dropouts in Pakistan's educational
system.

From gender point of view, research shows that, all over the world, especially
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and FATA, girls are more likely to drop out. Further research
has shown that about 25% of kids who finish elementary school—28% girls and 22%
boys—do not continue their education in high school. This demonstrates that girls
drop out at a higher rate than boys do, and social causes are identified as important
elements behind this difference (GoP, NEMIS, 2014; AlifAilaan, 2014).

Pakistan's High Primary School Dropout Rate: Contributing Factors

Understanding all aspects that influence the mind to leave the school is
essential to solving this critical problem. The phenomena of school dropout is
increased by a multitude reasons relating to family, financial, academic, community
contexts making it difficult to identify a single element as the primary reason (Farooq,
2016).

The behaviour, attitude, and principles can all be factors in their decision to
drop out of school. The main factors affecting dropout rates are things like academic
success, educational attainment, and college stability (Farooq, 2016). Many
researchers and specialists have found various reasons for different scenarios, and
they have documented a range of demographic elements as contributors to dropout
rates. A prevalent element linked to dropping out is a person's sense of familial
connection. (Hahn et al., 2015). Students from racial and ethnic minorities are at

greater risk to drop out of school (Frazer, 2008).
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The decision to drop out is influenced by a number of factors, one of which is
psychological fragility. In Virginia, the dropout rate for children and youth with severe
emotional disabilities and mental illness is 73% (Nimmo, 2000). Students who have
poor self-esteem are also associated with psychological fragility, which makes them
less likely to participate in academic activities. They get a false sense of superiority
from this avoidance because they think it's preferable to failing at everyday chores.
Their low self-esteem could be caused by their bad performance in school or by
physical traits such having spectacles or being excessively short, tall, skinny, or
overweight (Lehmann, 2007). Furthermore, personal traits such as low self-worth, a
sense of helplessness in life, and unfulfilled career goals raise the likelihood of
dropping out (Earle et al., 1987). Many potential dropouts are capable of handling
their coursework, but they have turned into disengaged students because of issues at
home or a lack of confidence (Deschapms, 1992).

Another important element which substantially contributes to student dropout
is retention in the same class. Eighty percent of pupils who were kept in the same
class eventually left. A student who is pushed back in the same class grows older than
their peers, which raises their chance of dropping out relative to their peers. The
strongest predictor of overall dropout rates is being older than the average for a given
grade level (Janosz et al., 2000).

Studies show that children who are enthusiastic about their school are more
likely to succeed academically and, as a result, are less likely to drop out. Conversely,
issues and discontent at school frequently result in poor academic performance and,
eventually, dropout rates. These difficulties getting along with others and these

feelings of not belonging are signs of psychological reactions. Major barriers to
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enrolment include not having access to education and not belonging to a social group,
tribe, ethnicity, or minority (Alsaid et al., 2021).

Apart from the demographics, community, and school-related features, family-
related aspects also have a role in a student's decision to drop out of school. Dropout
rates are significantly influenced by parental involvement in the educational process
and dedication to education. Because of the effects of parental poverty, broken
households, and being stuck in the same grade for long stretches of time, many
students drop out of school. According to Blinde et al. (2000), one of the most potent
predictors of dropout rates is the socioeconomic condition of students. As the most
important factor linked to the chance of dropping out of school, poverty is identified
as a primary source of the dropout issue. It is crucial in determining dropout rates,
along with cultural differences (Gauge et al., 2013).

Pakistan's high dropout rates are caused by a variety of circumstances,
particularly at the primary school level. These factors include societal rank and
conditions, economic factors, parents lack of education, inadequate nutrition, parental
inattention of the value of education, long commutes from home to school, early girl
marriages, and worries about the safety and security of children. These elements fall
under the following categories:

Socio-economic Factors

One of the most important aspects of a country's socioeconomic growth is
education, which is a social process that allows people to live in society with honour
and dignity (Hussain et al., 2011). A nation's degree of economic growth has a big
impact on education and retention rates for pupils. Research has demonstrated the
positive correlation between economic growth and education, highlighting the

interdependence of the two. Compared to children from low-income households,
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those from wealthy families or those from better socioeconomic situations have a
higher chance of continuing their education (Alderman et al., 2013; Boyer et al.,
2012; Sathar & Llyod, 2000).

Pakistan's high dropout rates stem from various factors, including the country's
low economic development, meager per capita income, widespread unemployment,
and poor health outcomes, as noted by Bhatti et al. (2011), Rumberger (2001), and
Shami and Hussain (2005). Additionally, societal constraints, such as cultural and
religious beliefs, social marginalization, and parental attitudes, further impede girls'
education. Economic challenges like extreme poverty, food insecurity, and lack of
employment opportunities also contribute significantly to dropout rates, as highlighted
by Rumberger (2011) and Estevao and Alvares (2014). Moreover, responsibilities
such as child labor, caring for siblings, and tending to livestock, alongside the high
costs associated with schooling, further exacerbate the problem.

The Pakistan Economic Survey for 2017-2018 states that the GDP grew by
4.5% in 2017 and 4.71% 1n 2016, resulting in an economic growth of 5.8% in 2018.
These numbers show that Pakistan's economy has grown at a comparatively slow rate.
The share of GDP that has been allocated to education during the past ten years has
stayed around 2.2%. The main obstacles to allocating 4% of GDP to education, as
advised globally, are low economic growth, a large portion of the budget going
towards debt service and military spending, and limited tax income production
(Khichi et al., 2015).

Hanafia (2008) concentrated on two components of family socioeconomics:
mothers' and fathers' levels of education, and the amount of literature in the house.
This case study includes 435 pupils from three secondary institutions in an area in

Kedah. This study's findings corroborate prior research in which both parents'
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education level and books available within the home were linked to children's
achievement in school. Saifi and Mohamed (2011) performed a study on the impact of
socioeconomic standing on student success. They utilized income, parental education
and job, household possessions, transportation, and servants as markers of
socioeconomic standing, and the data was evaluated using percentages.

They utilized income, parent schooling and job, household possessions,
transportation, and servants as markers of socioeconomic level, and the data was
evaluated using percentages. The studies revealed that the parent's schooling, job, and
household facilities influence the student's performance. The majority of the research
investigations listed here were undertaken in Pakistan. The researchers in these
studies considered the broad aspects influencing students' success.

In looking for reasons why students’ dropouts preceding graduation, researchers
have zeroed in on three distinct sorts of components. The previous line of this work is
accentuating general variables. This covers the qualities of students and their prompt
conditions, notwithstanding the part of school attributes. Another set of investigations
concern the impact of broader factors outside of schools, including policies of the
overall educational system.

Given the clear association between successfully recognized characteristics of
students and rates of dropping out, it is not surprising that assessors have given careful
consideration to the predicted influence of such features. Aside from these individual
characteristics, research has also looked into the impact of specific family
characteristics, such as single-parent households and families who are less involved in

the schooling cycle.
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School factors

Taking notice of differences in dropout rates between schools, researchers
investigated the characteristics of institutions and their initiatives that appear, by all
indications, to be associated with early school departure. These evaluations have
considered the intellectual and social aspects of schooling, as well as the question of
school availability. According to Rumberger and Tom (2000), schools with limited
scholastic accomplishment opportunities appear to have greater dropout rates. The lack
of scholastic accomplishment is perhaps the most well-established link between early
school departure and the academic achievement of pupils. Children who consistently
receive bad grades, fail classes, and are held back from graduation are more likely to
drop out.

The lack of opportunities for advancement might be interpreted as an imbalance
between the school's intellectual expectations and the resources required by students to
meet those demands. The availability of such resources appears to be linked to school
building and affiliation. Dropout rates are often greater in public, urban, and large
schools, as well as those with larger student-teacher ratios. Lee (2001) also reported
reduced dropout rates at institutions when students report receiving more assistance
from professors with their academic work and teachers say that students receive more
guidance on both school and personal issues.

Financial Reasons

Some kids leave school for reasons of money and to help their family.
Secondary schooling has both visible and hidden costs. Many institutions charge
multiple student fees, the majority of which are used to supply course materials. Oliva
(1964), even though it is customary for public educational institutions to provide

textbooks at public cost, certain educational institutions ask their pupils to purchase all
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or portion of their books using the money of their parents. The impoverished student
who cannot afford the tuition has a significant challenge. A lot of learners from poorer
socioeconomic backgrounds have dropped out of school since their tuition and other
expenditures were so high that they couldn't afford to stay.

Bulus (2008) found that socio-economic factors caused dropping out of school
in Jos South L.G.A. of Western state. It was revealed that poverty might lead to falling
out of education. Thus, it may be argued that poverty is inversely associated to dropout.
This also implies that kids who come from wealthy houses or families are less likely to
drop out from high school than their peers from low-income homes.

Social and Peer Influence

It has been demonstrated that no single factor can be ascribed solely to dropout.
This is precisely the reasons of dropouts are numerous, complicated, and
interconnected. In certain cases, parents or guardians provide the essential assistance
for their children's education, yet pupils drop out. As teenagers grew up, they interact
with many individuals in society. The inclinations from such encounters are typically
visible in the behaviour of the person involved, especially the negative impacts, which
could additionally impact the enthusiasm of the child's learning, which could result in
resignation from school without graduation.

According to Fobih (1987), peer groups have a significant impact on
adolescents by establishing a pattern of morals and conduct for each person. In his
research, peer groups were shown to induce individuals to drop out from school to
participate in activities like as traveling to the beach and playgrounds to work as lug
and luggage bearers during school hours. Several dropouts blamed their decision to
leave school on peer pressure. As a result, students who are not academically inclined

are persuaded by their peers to drop out of classes and participate in truant behaviour.
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Adams (1976) emphasizes that "as a child interacts with peers who are cigarette users,
intoxicated individuals, or drug addicts, he will probably to exhibit negative behaviour."”
Health as an Educational Input

Ding et al. (2007) performed a health-related study and indicated that reacting
to unfavourable wellness by parents, educators, or peers by boosting expenditure on
other inputs may mitigate the detrimental impacts of ill health on success. On the
contrary, these people's reactions may increase the negative impact of health-related
bias. For example, based on their child's perceived health state, parents may opt not to
make investments or to spend less in their child's schooling. Because the data readily
accessible us lacks details about social and educational inputs, in addition to colleagues,
we will obtain a combined influence of health on learning.
Unpredictable Home Environments

Adell (2002), in interviews with students and instructors, identified the
following variables as contributing to school dropout:
Uncertain family environment
Parental death
Separation
Parental disagreements
Child disregard
Unstable households

In support of the foregoing, a teacher expressed strong regret that exposing
ordinary level students to parents who have divorced families that are that feature
parental domestic disagreements, and adverse models from a young age contributes not

merely to poor academic achievement but also to participants dropping out. Thus, even
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after controlling for socioeconomic position, children from intact households were
more unlikely to drop out of schooling.
Physical attributes

One of the crucial factors influencing whether students remain in school or
contribute to Pakistan's high primary dropout rate is the presence of adequate school
infrastructure, conducive learning environments, and sufficient physical facilities.
These elements play a significant role in improving retention rates among students.
On the other hand, a high dropout rate in Pakistan is mostly caused by inadequate
physical facilities, harsh discipline from teachers, unfavourable surroundings, and
packed classrooms (GoP, 1998, 2008).
Geographical attributes

In Pakistan, geographic considerations play a major role in enrolment and
primary school dropout rates. Research indicates that the top causes of dropouts in
Pakistan's primary education system are long commutes from home to school, subpar
transit options, natural disasters, and inadequate communication infrastructure (UK
Aid, 2017). Furthermore, studies show that being close to schools has a good impact
on retention and dropout rates. According to Sathar and Lloyd (1994), elementary
school attendance increased positively and significantly when the school was one
kilometre from the home. According to Swada and Lokshin (2001), the presence of a
primary school in a community is associated with an approximate 18% rise in a girl's
primary school enrollment, which results in an approximate 16% reduction in female
primary school dropout rates.

Mountainous and deltaic areas have more significant geographic obstacles,
which raise dropout rates. It can be difficult to find elementary schools and teachers in

these places, and getting to school becomes a barrier to attendance. Children who
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grow up in areas devastated by natural catastrophes or in conflict also have higher
rates of school dropout. 16,400 schools in Pakistan were impacted by floods in 2010
(UNICEF, 2010), while 3,669 schools in the Hazara Division alone were damaged by
an earthquake in 2005 (Dawn, 2015), with 2,000 still needing to be rebuilt.
Highlighted in the 2015 Pakistan Education for All: Review Report
Teacher Related Factors

Teachers are essential to a nation's efforts to improve its educational system
both qualitatively and quantitatively. In actuality, all teaching-learning processes
revolve around teachers. In Pakistan, issues associated to teachers play a role in
student dropout rates. Shami and Hussain (2005) state that teacher-related factors are
the main causes of dropout rates in the nation. These factors include a lack of
teachers, the inability to find the necessary number of primary school teachers.
According to a study by Hussain et al, (2011), elements including a teacher shortage,
particularly in primary schools, the provinces' adoption of a policy requiring one or
two instructors, and the deployment of teachers far away from home. Other
contributing factors to Pakistan's high dropout rate include low teacher morale, their
harsh treatment of students, poor ratios of student and teachers especially evident in
far-flung areas where there are inadequate and improper residential facilities for
teachers (United Nations, 2008).
Family issues

Children receive much of their education from their families, and a family's
educational and economic history has a big impact on how well-educated their kids
are. It can be challenging for families with low incomes, especially those living in
extreme poverty, to pay for their kids' education. One significant and serious obstacle

to attaining the country's goals for Universal Primary Education (UPE) is poverty
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(UNDP, 2004). A number of elements within the family environment play a part in
youngsters dropping out of school. These elements include parents' low levels of
motivation, their lack of education, their big families, their refusal to send their kids to
school because of unfavourable school conditions, their conservative views, and low-
quality education.

In rural areas, where parents may find it difficult to actively participate in their
child's development, the intersection of poverty and illiteracy appears as a key hurdle
(Ayaz, 2015). Poverty and illiteracy were identified by the Parwaan E-9 ECED (2015)
as the main barriers preventing rural parents from being involved in their child's
development.

The beneficial effects of parents' education on student retention rates and the
decline in dropout rates have been repeatedly demonstrated by prior research
investigations. According to Holmes' (2003) research, a mother's education raises her
daughter's educational attainment whereas a father's education raises the expected
degree of school retention for males at all educational levels, fathers' and mothers'
education have consistently positive and significant coefficients, according to Swada
and Lokshin (2001).

According to Rumberge (2001), there is a correlation between high rates of
unemployment, parents' nsufficient income, poor health outcomes, and persistent
poverty and dropout rates. Horn (1992) noted that parents frequently depend on their
school-dropping children to help with household tasks, childcare for other siblings,
and farming-related duties.

Iyamu and Obunu (2006) observed that the growing disinterest in education
among parents and kids in Pakistan is related to the shifting value environment in the

structure. According to recent findings, people in Pakistan now value money and
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abundance more than they do education and the ability to learn. According to them,
here is a misconception that one may get wealthy more quickly without attending
school, and that those who do attend school are less likely to become wealthy. As a
result, numerous parents and kids have been misled in this way, enabling dropouts in
Pakistani institutions.
Teaching Learning Material Related Factors

The resources available to educators determine the standard of education at
every level. Unfortunately, Pakistan has significant dropout rates due to inadequate
educational quality, especially at the primary level (Saadi & Saeed, 2010). The
curriculum's material is difficult and out of step with what society and students need
and can accomplish. Numerous studies have come to the conclusion that dropout rates
may be significantly influenced by the primary level instruction's medium. Although
just 8% of Pakistanis are native speakers, Urdu is the primary language taught in the
school (Coleman & Capstick, 2012). Since most people speak distinct local languages
as their first language, learning might be challenging for students. School instruction
in English is being implemented in areas such as Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Educating a child in a language other than their native tongue is often ineffective and
can result in lower levels of learning, increased rates of repeating grades, and higher
dropout rates, particularly during the early years of schooling, as highlighted by
HEART (2011).
Administrative Factors

Research results suggest that a few administrative variables are responsible for
Pakistan's high dropout rate. High dropout rates are linked to inadequate supervision
and the disinterested attitudes of administrative and supervisory staff towards the

educational community. In addition, the primary causes of student dropouts are
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acknowledged to be teacher absenteeism and excessive government meddling in
school matters. The general performance of schools is impacted by the absence of
oversight and monitoring (Jatoi & Hussain, 2010).

Child Attributes

It is true that a child's overall health and malnourishment might influence
dropout rates. Ill health can have an impact on school attendance, which can result in
recurrence or even dropout. Children from low-income families might not get enough
food, which could result in malnutrition and developmental stunting. These conditions
can cause weariness and difficulty focusing, which could eventually lead to dropout
(Parwaan, E-9 ECED, 2015). Primary pupils' ages are also found to have a significant
effect in dropout rates. Being overage for a given grade or arriving late to school both
raise the risk of leaving school before completing a full academic cycle.

Children who enter primary school later, for example, have fewer years to
complete their education before they are required to begin contributing to the
household economy. Girls in particular may experience fewer years before puberty if
they enter later. At that point, worries about their safety and reputation may cause
them to drop out of school (Lewin, 2011).

Facilities in Schools

Physical facility accessibility is essential for the advancement of education and
directly affects student learning, retention, and dropout rates. Studies like the ones
carried out by AEPAM (Shami & Hussain, 2004a, 2005b, 2006¢) have found that
internal variables like the absence of physically necessary amenities (such as drinking
water, boundary walls, electricity, and teacher and student restrooms) contribute to
dropout rates. According to a different AEPAM assessment from 2015, 21% of

Pakistani primary schools need renovations (Lloyd et al., 2006).
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Education: Public-Private Partnership

In which, PPP becoming more and more common in a number of industries,
including education. The study emphasises the potential benefits that PPP efforts may
provide in terms of providing underprivileged groups in society with high-quality
education. The public sector continues to be the dominant provider of education
because of equality concerns and market failings. The participation of private-sector
education providers through open bidding is one noteworthy benefit; prior to entering
into PPP contracts, the government sets standards for the quality of education.

This technique provides competition and enables for the selection of providers
based on their ability to achieve set standards. Diverse resources, experience, and
abilities can be put to use when public and private institutions work together. New
teaching strategies, technological advancements, or administrative techniques may be
introduced by private partners to improve education standards all around. While PPPs
offer potential, it's crucial to remember that their success depends on strong
governance, openness, and a precise understanding of roles and duties. The
partnership should be focused on achieving the shared objective of giving everyone,
especially the historically marginalized and underprivileged, access to high-quality
education.

According to the World Bank research, the Public-Private Partnership (PPP)
model in education incorporates measurable goals and outcomes into the contractual
agreements. With this method, the government can select contractors based on their
offers, taking into account aspects like price and quality. Through the establishment of
criteria and the assessment of bids, the government can considerably improve the
general standard of education made available by PPP initiatives. Additionally, PPPs

foster competition in the market for education. Both public and commercial
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organizations are motivated to raise the caliber of education they provide by the
competition from the private sector for pupils.

It is possible for improvements in curriculum creation, instructional strategies,
and general educational practices to result from this competitive dynamic. An
important benefit of PPPs is the expanded reach of the government. The government
can obtain specialised knowledge and resources from the private sector by working
with private organisations. This makes it possible to use the advantages of both
sectors to provide education in a more thorough manner. PPP contracts receive less
flak from stakeholders because they are viewed as a compromise between government
service delivery and privatisation. With this strategy, the government can work with
private companies to provide a variety of services, including non-academic and
academic ones. These services could include paying for food, covering the cost of
tuition, and performing other administrative tasks.

The concerns of inclusivity and equity in education can be addressed with this
focused strategy. PPPs have many benefits, but in order to make sure that they support
equity and quality standards, are transparent, and are in line with educational
objectives, these partnerships must be properly managed and observed.

Punjab Education Foundation (PEF)

Pakistan's 1973 Constitution committed the country to eradicating illiteracy
and providing free, obligatory secondary education as soon as feasible (Article 37-b,
Chapter No. 2). "The State must provide free and mandatory education to all children
aged five to sixteen years, as determined by law is the mandate of the 18th
constitutional amendment, which was later incorporated into the Fundamental Rights
(Tarar et al., 2021). All around the nation, students are routinely dropping out of

school in spite of several attempts and initiatives.
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The main educational institutions in Pakistan are religious, private, and public.
Statistics show that 61% of all primary enrolment is in public primary schools (GoP,
2014). On the other hand, with 63% of the intermediate or primary levels, the private
sector has a greater influence. Pakistan Education Statistics show that 65% of
secondary level enrolment comes from 41% of public institutions (GoP, 2017). In
spite of this, 7.5 million children between the ages of 5 and 16 are said to be not
attending school in Punjab alone (SDPI 2015).

The SDGs' aim of universal primary education cannot be achieved by the
Punjabi government alone, nor can it be a big job to provide education for all.
Founded in 1991 and reorganised in 2004, the Punjab Education Foundation (PEF)
functions as a self-governing organisation to advance high-quality education for
impoverished people by collaborating with the corporate sector. PEF is in charge of
several PPP initiatives, such as the Foundation Assisted Schools (FAS) initiative. A
2009 World Bank survey states that 33% of school-age children (ages 6 to 10) attend
private schools (W.B, 2009). In order to take advantage of the private sector's
potential, the Punjabi private education sector, which is expanding at a rapid pace,
was brought into the government's grasp through the FAS programme, a PPP project.

With time, the project's operations were extended to all 41 districts of Punjab,
and it collaborated with almost 3,000 partner schools across the state. Over 1.3
million pupils are enrolled in the FAS programme (Punjab Education Foundation,
2017). The Annual Report for 2021 highlights how the FAS programme has expanded
government presence into urban slums and isolated rural communities.

PEF and Teachers College, Columbia University, worked together to create the
EVS programme with slums in mind. The project, which was determine the target

demographic of people who were below the poverty line. These households received
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redeemable vouchers from PEF that could be used to cover participating schools'
tuition costs rather than paying for it outright (Malik 2010). Furthermore, competitive
and transparent bidding is advantageous for both the FAS and EVS projects when PPP
contracts are awarded. This strategy increases competitiveness, which in turn raises
the standard of education as a whole. PPP contracts have selection criteria that take
into account the background of the teachers. This ensures a thorough evaluation
process (as mentioned above).

Both projects' expansions have been methodically implemented throughout the
province in stages. Private school owners who were interested in participating were
encouraged to apply, and each phase was publicised. The results of these two
programmes seem encouraging. There has been noteworthy advancement in the
quality of education provided by the FAS and EVS programmes, particularly for the
economically disadvantaged. The TPE made clear that the project's goals are well-
aligned with its design and components, and that the school eligibility requirements
are thoughtfully developed and efficiently communicated. In order to improve, PEF
also administers additional PPP-based initiatives.

Challenges

Although there are benefits to public-private partnerships (PPPs) in education,
modern governance structures can provide difficulties for decision-makers. Richter
(2004) draws attention to the lack of a strong oversight and enforcement framework to
guarantee that PPPs advance public interests as opposed to only private ones.
According to Kingdon (2007), collaborations in which governments provide funding
to private schools without sufficient oversight may have unfavourable effects.

According to a 2009 World Bank assessment, poorly managed PPPs in education
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could lead to more opportunities for corruption when contracts are awarded (W.B,
2009).

Although the FAS programme functioned well and grew quickly, the FAS and
EVS initiatives' accountability and monitoring systems had flaws. The community
and parents are not involved in the accountability process, and the only tools available
to assess school performance are inspection staff reports and Quality Assurance Tests
(QATs). The accountability system for these programmes appears to be ineffective
generally, given this absence.

For the school system to successfully integrate into society, parental and
community involvement is essential (Malik, 2010). Achieving organisational goals
also heavily depends on monitoring and assessment. The Monitoring and Evaluation
(M&E) personnel of PEF is now unable to manage the projects' increasing scope.
Increasing the M&E staff's strength and streamlining processes are

Positively, schools were chosen for performance rewards and the PPP contract
award procedure was transparent, according to the IDS (2009) Third Party Evaluation
(TPE) report. The disclosure of funding to schools was thoroughly examined by IDS,
which concluded that "FAS management is keeping a strict tab on the disbursement of
funds, including incentives to high-performing schools." In order to maintain
accountability and avoid corruption throughout project implementation, this

transparency is essential.
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CHAPTER 111

RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY

This chapter provided comprehensive information regarding research methods,
covering why and how the research was carried out. This is divided into sections that
cover the data collecting tool, study design, sampling technique, population, and
sample. The instrument guide contains all of the necessary components. This section
provides an overview of data collection and analysis. There was also a detailed
description of the ethical criteria that the researcher followed when collecting data.
Research Design

To carry out the study, all researchers must select a suitable research design.
The complete strategy chosen by the researcher to include the numerous parts
associated to the investigation in an accessible manner to respond to the question
being investigated is known as research design. The researcher additionally confirms
that the chosen design meets the study's purpose. The study's results depend on the
research design that was chosen for it (DeVaus, 2011). The present study aims to
explore the causes of dropping students from schools of Punjab Education
Foundation. Thus, the research design of this study was mixed method, which entails
collecting and analysing both qualitative and quantitative data in order to better
understand the phenomena of current study. Bryman (2007) explains that quantitative
research investigates the connection within and among variables, as well as the
numerical representation of data developments in order to arrive at a response to the
question being studied or the hypothesis, while qualitative research is a methodical,
subjective method that looks at people's life events and circumstances in order to give
them significance (Burns & Grove, 2000). Johnson and Onwuegbuzie (2004),

explains that research design which involves mixed method is a kind of research in
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which investigator combines or mixes quantitative and qualitative methods,
approaches, and concepts. Thus this study adopted a mixed method research design.
In the light of the objectives of the study, at the first phase, the researcher collected
the quantitative data through close-ended questionnaire regarding causes of dropping
students from schools of PEF from teacher’s perspectives. At the second phase,
qualitative data were collected by conducting semi structured interviews with the drop
out students and their parents regarding the causes of dropping students from schools
of PEF.
Population

According to Polit (2015), the population refers to the complete collection of
individuals who meet specific criteria, encompassing the entire group of people
relevant to the investigator's interests and to whom the study results are applicable.
The population of this study were all the students, parents and teachers of schools
under Punjab Education Foundation Programs in Punjab. There were 3689
Foundation Assisted Schools FAS partner schools, 1592 EVS partner schools and
2164 NSP partner schools in all districts of the Punjab province that constituted the
population.
Sampling

According to geographical division, Punjab province is divided into three
Zones i-e North Zone, Central Zone and South Zone. Province of Punjab consists of 9
divisions. There are a total of 41 districts in Punjab. The study was carried out on
three districts of Punjab from three zones which are divided according to PEF record.
The researcher selected Muzzafargarh district for the study which falls in South
Punjab, Bhakkar district for the study which falls in North Punjab, Lahore district for

the study which falls in Central Punjab that had a high dropout rate as per to PEF



34

records. Sample of the population were selected from FAS, EVS, and NSP program of
Punjab Education Foundation from each district. From each program one school were
taken for the study that had a high dropout rate according to PEF records. In the
quantitative research, the sample size includes sixty teachers from each district. In the
qualitative research, six students and six parents from each district were considered as
a sample.
Process of Identification of Sample

Discussion and consultation was made on the selection of sample size in the
first meeting at PEF office on August 25, 2023. In the second meeting on September
22,2023 at IER Punjab University Lahore, discussion was made about data
permission for finalizing sample size. In the third meeting on September 22, 2023 at
PEF office, sample size was finalized as per PEF requirements for the research study
under the discussion of Co-supervisor and Director-NSP Athar Rauf and Assistant
director Usman Raheem from PEF.
Table 1

Quantitative Sample distribution (For Teachers)

District Bakhar Muzafargarh Lahore Total
Program North South

FAS 20 20 20 60
EVS 20 20 20 60
NSP 20 20 20 60

Total 60 60 60 180
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Table 2

Qualitative Sample distribution (For Students and Parents)

District  Bhakhar Muzafargarh ~ Lahore No of students No of parents

Program  North South Central interview interview

FAS 1-school 1-school 1-school Till saturation Till saturation

EVS 1-school 1-school 1-school Till saturation Till saturation

NSP 1-school 1-school 1-school Till saturation Till saturation
Sampling Technique

For quantitative research on teachers' perceptions of student dropout causes
from the Punjab Education Foundation, a convenient sampling technique was
employed to ensure each participant from the general population had an equal chance
of being included in the sample. Specifically, convenient sampling technique was
utilized, as it grants every individual an equal opportunity to participate, as noted by
Wallen (2003).

In qualitative research focusing on students and parents' perspectives on
student dropout causes from the Punjab Education Foundation, a purposive sampling
technique was proposed. Purposive sampling allows the researcher to intentionally
select respondents based on specific criteria or characteristics, providing flexibility in

participant selection, as advocated by Elder (2009) and Saunders et al. (2009).
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Instrumentation

The researcher develops the closed-ended questionnaire to identify the
perception of teachers and semi structured interview guide to explore the experiences
and perceptions of students and their parents regarding causes of dropping students
from Punjab Education Foundation. Questions were developed regarding students,
teachers and parent’s perception about causes of dropping students from PEF and
measure to reduce dropout rate.

Development of Questionnaire for Quantitative Data

The close ended questionnaire was self-developed in the light of review of
related literature and the guidance of research supervisor. A first section of the
questionnaire comprised the demographic information like gender, age, school name,
qualification and experience. A second section of the lists of item assesses the
perception of teachers regarding causes of dropping students from PEF schools. This
section comprised of 28 statements and there were 5 options in each items. Strongly
Agree (SA) =5, Agree (A) = 4, Neutral (N) = 3, Disagree (DA) = 2, Strongly
Disagree (SD) = 1Instrument on causes of dropping students from PEF schools were
divided into five sub variable. Instance of each statements from included the
following: “Illiteracy of parents is a cause of student’s dropouts.” (Factors related to
Parents), “Harsh behaviour of teachers at school.” (Factors related to Teachers),
“Huge strength of students in class room.” (Factors related to Schools) “Poor
evaluation system of exam. (Factors related to examination) “Students lack of interest

due to poor health. (Factors related to Students).
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Table 3

Sub variables with Number of Items

Sr. No. Sub variables Items

1 Factors related to Parents 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8

2 Factors related to Teachers 9,10,11,12,13

3 Factors related to Schools 14,15,16,17,18,19

4 Factors related to Examinations  20,21,22,23

5 Factors related to Students 24,25.26,27,28
Pilot Testing

Once the research instruments were developed, they underwent pilot testing by
being administered to 60 teachers from the FAS, EVS, and NSP programs of PEF in
the Lahore district during February 2024. Following administration, the reliability of
these instruments was assessed using SPSS software with the reliability coefficient
value included. In social sciences research, a score of 70 or higher is typically deemed
"acceptable" according to George and Mallery (2003). Cronbach's alpha was utilized

to determine the level of reliability.
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Table 4

Alpha Reliability Coefficient

Variable Statements Alpha a

Causes of Dropping Students 28 71

Trustworthiness analysis was run to examine reliability coefficients. Generally,
reliability of tool be .71, representative high-quality trustworthiness.
Development for Semi Structured Interview for Qualitative Data

The researcher conducted semi-structured interviews with the dropped out
students and their parents. The researcher herself administered the interview guide
relating to causes of dropping students from PEF schools. The interview questions
were prepared to answer the questions and divided into three sections. The first
section related to background information, second section related to academic and
educational experience and third section related to suggestions for improvement.
Validity of the Instrument

The study's credibility is ensured through the reliability and validity of its
research tools. The researcher carefully selects methodologies to guarantee the accuracy
and consistency of data collection instruments. Various sources on validity and
reliability were consulted to select the most appropriate methods. The supervisor's input
was sought to ensure the instruments' validity. Validity refers to how accurately the
study measures the intended concept, while reliability assesses the consistency of
measurements. Feedback from the supervisor was incorporated to enhance the quality
and validity of the instruments. The tools were then tested with teachers from specific

programs to identify any issues and ensure alignment with research goals.
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Data Collection

The researcher gathered quantitative data from teachers using a structured
questionnaire and qualitative data from students and parents through semi-structured
interviews. Prior to the interviews, the researcher ensured participants were comfortable
and well-informed about the process. Face-to-face interviews were conducted, with all
relevant study details provided beforehand. To recruit participants, a recruitment note
was drafted, seeking individuals interested in participating in the research. Permission
was obtained from school authorities before conducting interviews. Written consent
forms were prepared, detailing the research purpose, study subject, and procedures,
ensuring participants understood and could provide informed consent. The researcher
verbally reviewed the consent form with participants to ensure comprehension and
clarity about the study's objectives and procedures.

Data analysis

After collecting the necessary information, data analysis was conducted.
Quantitative data was processed using statistical software, such as SPSS, where it was
entered and examined using descriptive statistics like percentages and frequencies to
address the study's objectives.

Qualitative data underwent independent assessment. It was consolidated,
compared, and evaluated based on the study's objectives to derive significance.
Thematic data analysis was chosen for its ability to synthesize large amounts of data
effectively. Themes and sub-themes were identified from interview responses and
quotations.

1. To ensure clarity and participants' comfort, interviews were conducted in
Urdu initially, then translated and transcribed into English during the initial data

processing phase.
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2. Familiarity with the transcripts was gained through repeated readings,
noting initial impressions, and highlighting key passages.

3. Coders were created based on highlighted key lines, and responses were
compared to identify similarities and differences.

4. Initial analysis units or codes were combined with similar ones to form
prospective subject groups.

5. Finally, initial themes were developed guided by the research questions,
following thematic analysis procedures outlined by Braun and Clarke (2006). These
themes aimed to offer a comprehensive overview of the data collection process.
Ethical Considerations

The researcher upheld ethical standards by obtaining consent, ensuring
confidentiality, and respecting privacy. All data collection and reporting followed legal
and regulatory requirements. Participants were informed of the study's purpose and
their rights, with data stored securely. Results were reported accurately, and

contributions were voluntary.
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CHAPTER 4

DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

The present study is to Causes of Students’ dropout from Punjab Education
Foundation partner schools. For the quantitative research, data were entered in SPSS
sheet. Data was examined concerning the objectives using descriptive statistics.
Percentage, frequency was used for descriptive statistics. For the examination of
qualitative data, thematic data analysis was employed. More themes and sub-themes

were identified from the interviews responses and quotations of the respondents.



Table 5

Frequency and Percentage of Demographic Variables of Respondents

Variables f %
Gender
Male 27  15.0%
Female 153 85.0%
Age
16-25 132 733
26-35 37 206
36-45 9 5.0
46-50 1 6
51 and older 1 6
Total 180 100%
Academic Qualification
Matric 27 15.0
Intermediate 66 36.7
BA/BSC 54 30.0
BS hons 28 15.6
M.Phil. 5 2.8
Total 180 100%
Experience
Fresh 18 10.0
1-3 117 65.0
4-6 32 178
7-9 6 33
Above 9 year 7 3.9
Total 180 100%
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Table 4.1 presents the frequency and percentage of demographic
characteristics of the respondents. There are 27 male teachers and 153 female
teachers. The table shows that most of the participants (15.0%) belongs to Matric
level whereas (36.7%) belongs to Intermediate level and most of the participants
belongs to (30.0%) of BA/BSC level. Most of the participants (15.6%) belongs to BS
hons whereas (2.8%) belongs to M.Phil. The table display that participant experience
1-3 are 65.0%, experience 4-6 are 17.8% experience 7-9 are 3.3% experience Above 9

years are 3.9%.



Table 6

Causes of students’ dropout mentioned by teachers
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S n Mean Std.
tatements Deviation
Parents related factors

Iliteracy of parents is a cause of student’s 180 3.97 0.77
dropouts.

Ignorance of parents is a cause of student’s dropouts. 180 3.94 0.75
Domestic/family problems cause student’s dropout 180 3.90 0.81
Family has decided to send their children to some 180 331 0.97
other schools or Madrassah.

Parents want that to take care of younger siblings. 180 3.53 0.99
Harsh behaviour of parents at home. 180 3.56 0.92
Poverty is a cause of student’s dropouts 180 3.82 1.13
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Teachers related factors

Harsh behaviour of teachers at school. 180 2.47 0.95
Insufficient student teacher ratio is a cause of

180 2.38 1.01
student’s dropouts.
Sudden transfer of teacher causes student’s dropout 180 2.66 1.037
Rough attitude of teachers during exam causes

180 2.59 1.07
student’s dropout.
Lack of communication between teacher and parents. 180 2.67 1.02
School related factors
Large strength of students in class room. 180 3.28 1.13
Mismanagement in schools causes student’s dropout. 180 3.21 1.19
Lack of basic facilities in schools (drinking water,
toilets, electricity, desks etc) causes student’s 180 3.00 1.17
dropout.
Too much homework from school. 180 2.69 1.13
Lack of transport facilities at school. 180 3.64 1.05
School fees and lack of funds are causes of learners’

180 2.94 1.09

dropout
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Examinations related factors

Poor evaluation system of exam. 180 3.01 1.00
Curriculum is beyond the capability of students. 180 3.01 0.93
Very lengthy syllabus is a source of student’s

180 3.46 2.00
dropout.
Flaws in examination system causes student’s

180 3.33 1.00
dropout.
Students related factors
Students lack of interest due to poor health. 180 3.22 1.20
Poor Hearing of students causes dropout 180 2.30 1.00
Poor eyesight of students is a cause of dropout. 180 2.50 0.91
Students are too psychologically weak to attend

180 3.31 1.15

school.
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Interpretation

In this table 4.2, indicated the causes of students’ dropout mentioned by teachers. It
shows that various variables related to parents are seen to be significant factors to
school dropouts, with all scoring higher than their mean score of 3.5. Parents'
illiteracy (M: 3.97, SD: 0.77) and unemployment and poverty (M: 3.82, SD: 1.13)
appeared as the most pressing concerns, with parents expressing a high level of
agreement on these issues. Domestic issues within households (M: 3.90, SD: 0.81)
and severe parental conduct at home (mean: 3.56, SD: 0.92) were also important
contributors. Unexpectedly, a large proportion of those who participated (mean: 3.31,
SD: 0.97) believed that families occasionally decide to put their kids in other
educational or religious institutions, indicating that this could represent a different
issue from dropping out totally. The study also emphasizes the difficulties
experienced by learners who are required to care for their younger siblings (M: 3.53,

SD: 0.99), which may limit their ability to focus on studies.

The table indicate that teacher-related variables are seen as less important influencers
to student dropouts than parent-related variables, with every teacher's factors scoring
below M= 3.5 on an undefined scale. However, there is still potential for
development. Among these characteristics, inadequate student-teacher ratio (M: 2.38,
SD: 1.01) received the lowest score, implying that it is the least problematic teacher
attribute. A lack of interaction among teachers and parents (M: 2.67, SD: 1.02) was
identified as a possibly more important issue for progress. Surprisingly, severe
behaviour by teachers (M: 2.47, SD: 0.95) had a lower mean score, but with a larger
standard deviation, indicating some disagreement on this issue. Unexpectedly severe

behaviour by teachers (M: 2.47, SD: 0.95) had a low mean score, but with a greater
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standard deviation, indicating some disagreement on this issue. The research also
reveals the potential disadvantages of abrupt teacher transfers (M: 2.66, SD: 1.037)
and harsh teacher attitudes during examinations (M: 2.59, SD: 1.07), both of which
might contribute to a bad environment for learning.

While teacher aspects got lower mean ratings, school-related concerns appear to be a
greater concern, with the majority of means over 3.0. Lack access to transportation
(mean: 3.64, SD: 1.05) was identified as the most worrying aspect, followed by big
size of classes (mean: 3.28, SD: 1.13) and school mismanagement (mean: 3.21, SD:
1.19). These elements can contribute to a hard learning environment. The research
also indicates that students are saddled with too much homework (mean: 2.69, SD:
1.13), which may contribute to stress and disengagement. While not the most pressing
issue, a lack of basic facilities (mean: 3.00, SD: 1.17) and school costs (mean: 2.94,
SD: 1.09) are additional obstacles that some children confront. These results
emphasize the significance of schools having adequate resources and providing a
supportive atmosphere for children.

Examination issues seem to be an issue for students, since most mean scores exceed
3.0. The most important are concerned in this area is a too long syllabus (M: 3.46, SD:
2.00), while there is a greater standard deviation, indicating some disagreement.
Flawed testing processes (M: 3.33, SD: 1.00) and a curriculum deemed to be beyond
student ability (M: 3.01, SD: 0.93) were also identified as contributory causes.
Interestingly, a bad test assessment system (M: 3.01, SD: 1.00) had the same average
score as course difficulty, but with a smaller standard deviation, indicating greater
agreement on this problem. These findings indicate the need to reassess curriculum
material, syllabus width, and assessment techniques to make sure they are relevant

and interesting for students.
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Student health seems to have an impact on dropouts, with an absence of interest
owing to bad health (M: 3.22, SD: 1.20) being the most alarming student-related
issue. Psychological disabilities (M: 3.31, SD: 1.15) were also identified as
contributory factors. Interestingly, hearing issues (M: 2.30, SD: 1.00) and impaired
eyesight (M: 2.50, SD: 0.91) earned lower mean ratings, indicating that they are less
prevalent but still impact some students. These findings emphasize the necessity of
treating student health concerns, both physical and emotional, in order to improve
academic performance.
Qualitative Analysis

This section aims to identify different themes within the qualitative data
gathered by doing semi structured interview of students and parents. The topic of the
research pertains to the reasons that may cause students and their parents to take the
decision of leaving school. The main objective of this section is to identify and report
various responses that the respondents have given against all the questions asked.
Profiles of the Participants

The respondents varied in their education, age, and geographical background,
and they came from Lahore, Bhakkar and Muzaffargarh. Most of the respondents
dropped out of school before tenth standard. The respondents are 36 in number.
Theme 1: Inspirational Factors

Inspirational Factors originate from the guidance of one’s elders, and one
could feel inspired to behave in a certain way due to his homely environment.
Parental Guidance is the main sub-theme of the Inspirational Factors that children will
receive from their parents.

Most of the students found their educational environment to be good and

effective, and they left their schools due to a parental decision. Additionally, the
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atmosphere of most of the schools was clean and hygienic. Most of the parents
decided to put their kids in schools that are near to their homes due to reduced
transportation costs. Most of the parents gave a positive response regarding schools’
environment. Students generally leave their schools due to the decision of their
family, and in most of the situations, children have to take care of their elders such as
grandfather or grandmother during their illness, and therefore, the students may not
continue to go to school. A few students left the school as it was far from their homes.
Some of the students left the education due to shifting of their home.
Sub-Theme 1: Parental Guidance

Parental Guidance is the guidelines that a student is going to get from his or
her elders as to how he or she is expected to live life. Parental Guidance is the main
source of inspiration for children across different age groups, and even older students
may take help from their parents at times.

One of the parents said

BlziJst

One of the parents said
,é&gwdﬂulérﬁgﬁﬂ%uyxw;ﬁ
One of the students said

WS P Ul ezl $156JF Lk

One of the students said

_mufguJQZ@ﬁ“%@m_‘auglfd;ﬁd%/m‘éﬁi(:L;Jugﬁ
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Sub-Theme 2: Nearness to Home

Most people prefer to send their children to nearby schools in order to
minimize traveling expenses, and children are going to remain within close proximity
of their homes to reduce any security risks. Nearness to Home brings a sense of
economic and physical security within the personalities of parents and students.

Student said
.La»?‘hu’?%/"L/aﬁc—/u,f,ﬁnd%uidfwuﬁ
Student said
&2 Moy fd i L AE EE S

One of the parents said

VSR 1en A L Ugn B} ol JF o EIE Sy A et B

One of the parents said

‘9%}£J,¢|,Jz@;b§uﬁdﬁuw/ﬁ;.z?_ué_uﬁ

Theme 2: Expectations

Parents and students aim to receive good education from an educational
centre, and they want to have practical knowledge that children can use in the real
world. Educational Expectations could be measured with the help of observing grades
of students to see if they improve or not.

Most students’ expectations were fulfilled by the school, and some wanted to
see a few improvements. A few students and parents reported to have problems with
the school’s performance. However, generally, there is a good vibe present in students
and parents about school atmosphere.

Sub-Theme 1: Educational Performance
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Educational Performance is the ability of a student to secure as many marks or
grades as possible. Higher grades show better Educational Performance. Educational
Performance could be measured by observing marks or grades of students across
different subjects.

One of the student said

e iUt FItL U1E Seni

One of the student said

Bt Aoyt S EIUE I E1 Sl
One of the parents said -

E 2 F R L E ey P IS

One of the parents said
‘fﬁldgﬁ;/ﬂuﬁﬁ!&y}f

Theme 3: Financial Restrictions

A few students left the school in order to take care of their family, and most of
the students could not continue their school due to financial reasons. The parents
decided to end the educational career of their child due to fiscal constraints.
Sub-Theme 1: Fiscal Constraints

Fiscal Constraints are financial limitations that a family may have due to
shortness of resources, and therefore, a family may face difficulty in maintaining its
lifestyle. Fiscal Constraints may cause parents to take their children out of school due
to short supply of money.

One of the students said:

$pdferer L Leb AL JF1E BJelb)F 1yt 2 P8)FE G U el Ui e B
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One of the students said
PG e U
One of the parents said

&)/I,}{JPLJ:“AJ’-é&l?’]”L%/}l‘f&]ﬁ"dzd}ﬂ'

One of the parents said
u}’ig/d@c‘—d}(/lc’_|Uﬁé.J_JLC“_/)/C.‘JlPJLdﬁ‘

Theme 4: Teacher Support

Teacher support is the element of helpfulness that a student is going to receive
from his trainers during difficult times academically. Only concerned teachers would
come forth in order to offer helping hand to the students.

Most of the students found their teachers to be helpful and supportive, and
they wanted to prolong their stay at their respective schools, but due to financial
restrictions, the parents could not keep their children in the school. Teachers were
more than happy to help the students when they faced academic problems and issues,
and the teachers did not get aggressive due to increased urge to ask questions in
students. Most of the parents found the teachers effective, punctual, and helpful
towards their children.

Sub-Theme 1 Supportive Educational Behaviour from the Teachers

Supportive Educational Behaviour originates from the teachers’ willingness to
aid the students in the process of learning. Educational leaders have to train and
educate students with patience in order to deal with their questions and problems.

One of the students said

“EZ benaUpF Emiie Ao WUF o 10yl ST LU e 2l
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One of the students said

-L/&J/)l&/’;’!u%;l);zﬂ:l./(((;l)uﬂniifi’i&;(u:Lb”Zafw

One of the parents said
E EE ey Sus i e n Btk )Eof
One of the parents said
& Erlen Finls fUF & L A1 B endF U
Sub-Theme 2 Humanistic Concern

Humanistic Concern is the ability of a teacher to look after the children in
order to protect them from any harm both physically or mentally. Teachers should not
behave mechanically in order to respect humanistic features within the personalities
of the students. Students and teachers are humans at a basic level, and one should not

forget that at any time.

One of the students said

& Frlep S i B ep S

One of the students said
mu:f,,{wg?qfwzu%‘iunéu,cﬁu&/j&éﬂ%yuﬁ
One of the parents said

B e et

One of the parents said

§EE i Freyr
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Theme 5 Education Quality

Education Quality is the pureness of knowledge that a student would receive
during his stay at a school. Knowledge should empower students in a way that
prepares the learners to face the world.

Most of the students found educational quality of their schools to be
satisfactory, and the learners were satisfied with the work that teachers did with them.
Students reported that the teachers made them learn a lot of things.

Sub-Theme 1: Educational Help

Educational Help is the level of academic assistance that a teacher is willing to
always give to his students. Educational Help is a behaviour that stems from an
attitude of concern and care for the students. A caring teacher would show concerning
behaviour towards his students.

One of the students said

é;La/,uézmgg;ul‘f&Tufu:;f‘a;ﬁ

One of the students said
qt/uif;b»LzKoUé'd/fujutﬂ’?@ué-u}d”:u(:L’?Ljﬁ‘
One of the parents said

U2l TS T s 2228 e Pl

One of the parents said

IS sty /’u;wg:t{é_wg,_wtgwguﬁdﬁg S s sl I uﬁm_tzugugve{(»‘; SIE U

=
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Sub-Theme 2: Punctuality

Punctuality is the level of discipline that a teacher shows while practicing his
profession of teaching. Punctuality is measured via seeing if the teacher comes to his
office and classes on time while remaining available for consultation during working
timing as well.

One of the students said

é‘.Z_ng_,i'/u;Z-mqugﬁ4;g&J;|J;/afV1

One of the students said

& & et A SG o (F S

One of the parents said

U e 8IS0 Lt s T 2,
One of the parents said
‘+(ﬁf|ﬁg/,|u3é1ofVu.9ufwéf

Theme 6 School Services and Infrastructure

A school should provide physical requirements for learning to the students
such as furniture and drinking water. Basic human needs have to be provided by the
school in order to qualify as an educational institution, and therefore, a school should
not damage health of its students by keeping them in an unhealthy environment.

Most of the students found the culture of having monthly examination useful,
and therefore, they considered School Services to be effective, and the educational
performance of the students was satisfactory as well. Most of the students were
satisfied with the infrastructure of the school, as they were able to access clean

drinking water and washrooms without any problem. Mostly, the parents considered
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infrastructure of the school to be good and children have access to clean water and
washrooms, according to the respondents. The classes have sufficient furniture, and
the infrastructure is also stable, according to most of the students and parents.
Sub-Theme 1: Access to Washrooms and Clean Water

Accessibility to water and washrooms is the basic tenet of infrastructural
integrity at any educational institution. Clean Water and Hygienic Washrooms are
fundamental needs of all the students, and schools should offer cleanliness to preserve
health of the learners in a school.

One of the parents said

sy S ez

One of the parents said

S e Hog o QLo JF
One of the students said

ujd“_./dlf;l}uc.lu-wdurUJU

One of the students said

ubﬂ;’ddﬁcgﬁdu&uhué.u&

Sub-Theme 2: Complete Furniture

Presence of complete furniture would enable an educational centre to offer
uninterrupted education to the students. Access to complete desks and furniture is
another basic requirement of modern education, and therefore, students should not
have any problem in finding seats during classes.

One of the students said

FAEEL L Hazi )b
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One of the students said

ERIRIINST ARy (RN E ey

One of the parents said

bbb e bt el

One of the parents said

cglpJ:Z/f}/uz')éytLL{LF}/JU<$U.7//5L}£~ALu}f

Theme 7 Potential for Improvement

A school cannot become perfect at any time, and therefore, there would also
be potential for growth and development institutionally. The potential for growth
could only be realized due to the willingness of the institution to change, and
therefore, if there is no will to modify, there is no progress.

Most of the students and parents highlighted the need to offer free books and
free education to the students, and the school can help students by doing effective
monitoring of their educational performance. Most of the parents and students urged
the school to offer free education and books to financially struggling students who are
at the verge of going out of school.

Sub-Theme 1: Potential for Growth

The potential of growth is the possibility of change at an organizational level,
and educational centres should incorporate more technological features to keep
themselves renewing. New technological changes would need the teachers to embark
on the journey of development before the students.

One of the students said

q;(:"“quufmrufu’iécd)ivéu}fnfg_tgufu
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One of the parents said

cc‘-.lf*’:/«diu:/l‘u’.?;g)}"/’é;éiUnuﬂ/u:ﬂU«q:bf.‘rdﬁ(”éft'rqf)g;/vu;foflr!?ujc//)q’ﬁbﬁ

One of the parents said

el F e S AL Lail

One of the parents said

LY S 2 b3l U S A

Theme 8 PEF Supportive Role

A school should not leave weak students behind, and it should train them
additionally to increase their professional value urgently. Weak students should not
feel alone during their educational career, and an educational centre should offer
additional help for struggling students to make them better academically.

Most of the students believed that PEF has shown them courteous behaviour,
and the school’s administration remains effective in terms of aiding students in their
difficult times. Some of the students reported behaviour of the teachers as loving and
caring, and they did not burden the learners when the students may have physical pain
or illness. According to some parents, the school should train the students
professionally so that they can secure jobs to earn money.

Sub-Theme 1: Free Education and Books

Free Education and Books would lift financial burden of poor students in order
to make them capable of living a partially stable life. Free education would remove
financial burden from the families in order to make their lives a little easy in fiscal
terms.

One of the students said

bbbl P b GG SIN L 1 e S G At et
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One of the students said

uj@é(ﬂ/'@l?v'v L/fm:J’lﬁmﬁ»‘ug{cﬁ*Juiﬁﬂjw;ﬁwfgunlgutwt?
One of the parents said

CLenf S Lot &L ugund e Uit

One of the parents said

L JFE T eI L b IF St S A p e I S

Sub-Theme 2: Professional Training

Professional Training would make the students capable of securing jobs in the
market. Professional training potentially offers students with supplemental
opportunities for growth and development. Learners can monetize their skills in order
to earn wealth to uplift their families financially.

One of the students said

b 2SS IS o ML L E b 0 L e S5
One of the students said
ui;/(w}lK.ztgvit&/'%l,,ﬂ~q)&w/g3—2/;&,%

One of the parents said

bbn 8 L& Sandld Ao

One of the parents said

<u3£z{”wgdjg 't (Lﬁéﬁndﬁulﬂﬁ i
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CHAPTER 5
SUMMARY, FINDINGS, DISCUSSIONS, CONCLUSION AND

RECOMMENDATION

Summary

The purpose of the present study was to find out the Causes of Students
dropout from Punjab Education Foundation partner schools. The first chapter includes
overview and background of the study, research gap, statement of the problem and
also includes significance sand limitation, delimitation of the study and definition of
key terms. The second chapter elaborated the review of literature on the various factor
effecting the study. The third chapter entitles that research methodology, design,
population, sample size, sampling technique, instrumentation, validity and reliability,
data collection, data analysis and ethical consideration. The population of this study
were all the students, parents and teachers of schools under Punjab Education
Foundation Programs in Punjab. There were 3689 Foundation Assisted Schools FAS
partner schools, 1592 EVS partner schools and 2164 NSP partner schools in 41
districts of the Punjab province that constituted the population. Sample of the
population were selected from FAS, EVS, and NSP program of Punjab Education
Foundation from each district. From each program one school were taken for the
study who have a high dropout rate according to PEF records. In the quantitative
research, the sample size includes sixty teachers from each district. In the qualitative
research, six students and six parents from each district were considered as a sample.
In quantitative research, convenient sampling technique were used to investigate the
perception of teachers regarding the causes of dropping students from Punjab
Education Foundation. In qualitative research, Purposive sampling technique

proposed to be used to identify the perceptions of students and their parents regarding
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the causes of dropping students from Punjab Education Foundation. The researcher
develops the closed-ended questionnaire to identify the perception of teachers and
semi structured interview guide to explore the experiences and perceptions of students
and their parents. In the fifth chapter, findings, discussions, conclusions,
recommendation were discussed.

Findings of Quantitative Analysis

Demographic variables

Results presents the frequency and percentage of demographic characteristics of the
respondents. There are 27 males and 153 females. The table shows that most of the
participants (15.0%) belongs to Matric level whereas (36.7%) belongs to Intermediate
level and most of the participants belongs to (30.0%) of BA/BSC level. Most of the
participants (15.6%) belongs to BS hons whereas (2.8%) belongs to M.Phil. The table
display that participant experience 1-3 are 65.0%, experience 4-6 are 17.8%
experience 7-9 are 3.3% experience Above 9 years are 3.9%.

Factors Related to Parents

80% teachers agreed on this statement that illiteracy of parents is a cause of student’s
dropout. The results also indicate that 16.1% respondent's neutral whereas 3.9% were
disagreed with this statement.

76.7% teachers agreed on this statement that ignorance of parents is a cause of
student’s dropout. The results also indicate that 19.4% respondent's neutral whereas
3.9% were disagreed with this statement.

71.7% agreed on this statement that ignorance of parents is a cause of student’s
dropout. The results also indicate that 24.4% respondent's neutral whereas 3.9% were

disagreed with this statement.



47.2% tamily agreed on this statement that to send their children to some other
schools or madrasah. The results also indicate that 32.8% respondent's neutral
whereas 20% were disagreed with this statement.

57.7% agreed on this statement that student’s absence in school due to parent’s lack
of interest. The results also indicate that 25.6% respondent's neutral whereas 16.7 %
were disagreed with this statement.

55.6% agreed on this statement that harsh behaviour of parents at home. The results
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also indicate that 31.1% respondent's neutral whereas 13.3% were disagreed with this

statement.

75.6% agreed on this statement that poverty is a cause of dropouts. The results also
indicate that 11.1% respondent's neutral whereas 13.4% were disagreed with this
statement.

22.2% agreed on this statements that provision of basic necessities for students is a
source of dropout. The results also indicate that 47.8% respondent's neutral whereas
30% were disagreed with this statement.

Factors Related to Teachers

15% agreed on this statement that harsh behaviour of teachers at school. The results

also indicate that 31.7% respondent's neutral whereas 53.4% were disagreed with this

statement.

16.7% agreed on this statement that insufficient student teacher ratio is a cause of
dropout. The results also indicate that 22.2% respondent's neutral whereas 61.1%
were disagreed with this statement.

21.7% agreed on this statement that sudden transfer of teacher causes dropout. The
results also indicate that 31.1% respondent's neutral whereas 47.2% were disagreed

with this statement.
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21.7% agreed on this statement that rough attitude of teachers during exam causes
dropout. The results also indicate that 30.0% respondent's neutral whereas 48.3%
were disagreed with this statement.

25% agreed on this statement that lack of communication between teacher and
parents. The results also indicate that 29.4% respondent's neutral whereas 45.6% were
disagreed with this statement.

Factors related to Schools

48.9% agreed on this statement that huge strength of students in classroom. The
results also indicate that 28.9% respondent's neutral whereas 21.7% were disagreed
with this statement.

46.1% agreed on this statement mismanagement in school’s causes’ dropout. The
results also indicate that 25.0% respondent's neutral whereas 28.9% were disagreed
with this statement.

46% agreed on this statement that lack of basic facilities in schools causes dropout.
The results also indicate that 29.4% respondent's neutral whereas 33.9% were
disagreed with this statement.

23.9% students agreed on this statement that too much homework from school. The
results also indicate that 31.1% respondent's neutral whereas 45% were disagreed
with this statement.

64.4% students agreed on this statement that lack of transport facilities at school. The
results also indicate that 20.6% respondent's neutral whereas 15% were disagreed
with this statement.

33.4% agreed on this statement that school fees and lack of funds are causes of
learner’s dropout. The results also indicate that 33.3% respondent's neutral whereas

33.4% were disagreed with this statement.
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Related to Examination

35% agreed on this statement that poor evaluation system of exam. The results also
indicate that 30.6% respondent's neutral whereas 34.4% were disagreed with this
statement.

35.6% agreed on this statement that curriculum is beyond the capability of students.
The results also indicate that 33.3% respondent's neutral whereas 31.1% were
disagreed with this statement.

57.7% agreed on this statement that very lengthy syllabus is a source of dropout. The
results also indicate that 21.7% respondent's neutral whereas 20.6% were disagreed
with this statement.

48.9% agreed on this statement that flaws in examination system causes dropout. The
results also indicate that 29.4% respondent's neutral whereas 21.7% were disagreed
with this statement.

Factors related to Students

43.9% agreed on this statement that lack of interest due to poor health. The results
also indicate that 28.3% respondent's neutral whereas 27.8% were disagreed with this
statement.

12.3% agreed on this statement that poor hearing of students causes dropout. The
results also indicate that 22.2% respondent's neutral whereas 65.5% were disagreed
with this statement.

13.9% agreed on this statement that poor eyesight of students is a cause of dropout.
The results also indicate that 30.0% respondent's neutral whereas 56.1% were

disagreed with this statement.
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U 50.5% agreed on this statement that students are too psychologically weak to attend
school. The results also indicate that 22.2% respondent's neutral whereas 27.3% were
disagreed with this statement

U 22.1% agreed on this statements that poor academic performance affects students
mind and they have to leave school. The results also indicate that 58.9% respondent's
neutral whereas 24.5% were disagreed with this statement.

Findings of Qualitative Research

U Most of the students found their educational environment to be good and effective,
and they left their schools due to a parental decision. Additionally, the atmosphere of
most of the schools was clean and hygienic. Most of the parents decided to put their
kids in schools that are near to their homes due to reduced transportation costs. Most
of the parents gave a positive response regarding schools’ environment. Students
generally leave their schools due to the decision of their family, and in most of the
situations, children have to take care of their elders such as grandfather or
grandmother during their illness, and therefore, the students may not continue to go to
school. A few students left the school as it was far from their homes. Some of the
students left the education due to shifting of their home.

U Most students’ expectations were fulfilled by the school, and some wanted to see a
few improvements. A few students and parents reported to have problems with the
school’s performance. However, generally, there is a good vibe present in students
and parents about school atmosphere.

U A few students left the school in order to take care of their family, and most of the
students could not continue their school due to financial reasons. The parents decided

to end the educational career of their child due to fiscal constraints.
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Most of the students found their teachers to be helpful and supportive, and they
wanted to prolong their stay at their respective schools, but due to financial
restrictions, the parents could not keep their children in the school. Teachers were
more than happy to help the students when they faced academic problems and issues,
and the teachers did not get aggressive due to increased urge to ask questions in
students. Most of the parents found the teachers effective, punctual, and helpful
towards their children.

Most of the students found educational quality of their schools to be satisfactory, and
the learners were satisfied with the work that teachers did with them. Students
reported that the teachers made them learn a lot of things.

Most of the students found the culture of having monthly examination useful, and
therefore, they considered School Services to be effective, and the educational
performance of the students was satisfactory as well. Most of the students were
satisfied with the infrastructure of the school, as they were able to access clean
drinking water and washrooms without any problem. Mostly, the parents considered
infrastructure of the school to be good and children have access to clean water and
washrooms, according to the respondents. The classes have sufficient furniture, and
the infrastructure is also stable, according to most of the students and parents.

Most of the students and parents highlighted the need to offer free books and free
education to the students, and the school can help students by doing effective
monitoring of their educational performance. Most of the parents and students urged
the school to offer free education and books to financially struggling students who are
at the verge of going out of school.

Most of the students believed that PEF has shown them courteous behaviour, and the

school’s administration remains effective in terms of aiding students in their difficult



68

times. Some of the students reported behaviour of the teachers as loving and caring,
and they did not burden the learners when the students may have physical pain or
illness. According to some parents, the school should train the students professionally
so that they can secure jobs to earn money.
Discussions

The current study found that a variety of variables lead to students dropping
out of the PEF school. These elements can be generally classified as those involving
parents, instructors, schools, exams, and students. The current study has been
supported by earlier studies. Socioeconomic status represents one of the most
important variables influencing students' dropout from educational programs. Sharif
and Mehmood (2018) discovered parents from low-income households may
experience financial restraints, forcing them to prioritize employment over the
education of their children. In addition, lack of parental engagement and
encouragement in the education of their kid can also be an important contributor in
dropping out of school (Rauf et al., 2019). Teacher competence and motivation are
critical components of student retention. Tariq et al. (2017) found that inadequate
teaching approaches and a lack of guidance from educators might demotivate pupils,
resulting in dropout. Furthermore, teacher-student connections and communication
might influence a student's decision to continue in school (Khan et al., 2020). School
facilities and amenities can have an impact on the number of students who drop out.
Ali et al. (2016) found that classroom overcrowding, a lack of amenities, and
inadequate educational settings might discourage kids from going to class on a regular
basis. Furthermore, school rules and disciplinary measures might contribute to student
dropout (Mustafa et al., 2018). High-stakes exams and academic stress can contribute

significantly to student rates of dropping out. According to Saleem et al. (2019),
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students who feel overpowered by tests or suffer from anxiety regarding them are
more likely to drop out of school. Furthermore, unjust evaluation techniques and
grading systems might demotivate pupils, leading to dropout (Rizwan et al., 2020).
Finally, specific variables relating to student’s individuals can influence dropout rates.
Hagq et al. (2017) found that students leave education programs for a variety of
reasons, including a lack of desire, inadequate performance in school, behavioural
concerns, and health difficulties. Peer pressure and societal pressures may also
contribute to children dropping out of schooling (Khalid et al., 2018).

Previous investigation has identified familial illiteracy, teacher conduct,
educational facilities, exam systems, and child health and academic achievement as
risk factors for dropping out of school (Smith et al., 2019). The current findings
confirm these issues and highlight the necessity of tackling them with initiatives such
as education for parent’s applications, teacher training efforts, school infrastructure
upgrades, test changes, and assistance for students. Nevertheless, the new study goes
further into particular features of each category, such as the effect of severe instructor
conduct during tests or the significance of poverty in parental making choices.
Building on prior findings and widening the study to cover more nuanced viewpoints,
the current results give a more thorough picture of the complex interplay of variables
impacting students who leave school in PEF. This comparative debate emphasizes the
need of continuous research and focused interventions in reducing the number of
dropouts and promoting educational equality and performance for all Punjab students.
The current research results shed light on a variety of variables impacting dropouts
from in PEF programs, providing a complete knowledge that builds on past research
in the subject. The survey found that most kids had a good perception of their

educational environment and left school mostly due to parental considerations. This is
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consistent with previous study which pointed out the importance of family
participation in kids' educational paths (Jones & Brown, 2010). Nevertheless, the
present research looks further into the motives behind parent decisions, revealing that
certain learners were responsible for caring for elderly family members or
experienced financial restrictions, which caused them to discontinue their studies
(Smith et al., 2019).

Furthermore, the study stresses the neatness and sanitary qualities of school
facilities, as observed by pupils and their parents, which might help create a pleasant
atmosphere for learning and perhaps improve the retention of students. This element
is consistent with earlier studies, which has highlighted the relevance of educational
facilities in student involvement and academic achievement (Garcia & Lee, 2018).
The favourable view of instructors by pupils as well as parents is also a major result,
with an emphasis on teachers' assistance, encouragement, and their motivation to keep
pursuing their schooling despite financial constraints. This emphasizes the importance
of instructors in promoting pupil inspiration and involvement in school (Johnson et
al., 2020).

Furthermore, the current study emphasizes how satisfied pupils are with
quality of instruction, monthly assessment culture, and school’s services, implying
that these aspects influence to educational persistence. The focus on the necessity for
free resources, such as books and instruction for financially disadvantaged students,
highlights the influence of economic obstacles on rates of dropping out and the need
of tackling these difficulties through educational policies as well as practices (Johnson
et al., 2020).

Furthermore, the study highlights the polite conduct of the PEF and the

competent help offered by school administrators during students' tough moments.
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This element demonstrates a comprehensive approach to pupil happiness and
highlights the potential influence of psychological assistance and caring settings on
retaining pupils (Garcia & Lee, 2010). Overall, the current findings contribute to the
current research on dropping out of school by offering comprehensive understanding
into the broad factors affecting the persistence of pupils in Punjab educational
foundation programs, as well as advocating for specific strategies to promote
achievement among learners and reduce dropout rates.
Conclusion

Based on the current findings and identified issues relating to parents,
instructors, schools, assessments, and students that contribute to student dropout in
PEF services, it is clear that a multifaceted strategy is required to successfully address
this matter. Parental illiteracy, instructor conduct, school mismanagement, test
problems, and student well-being and academic issues all contribute to retention of
learners. Interventions like education for parent’s campaigns, training for educators,
instructional improvements, examination system changes, and assistance for pupils
are critical in reducing dropout rates and promoting a positive educational
environment. Positive impressions of instructors, the school circumstances, and
school services are identified as important variables in satisfaction with learning and
persistence. The study promotes targeted interventions to improve student retention
and achievement by highlighting the significance of tackling financial obstacles
through the offering of free materials to assist students who are struggling, and by
acknowledging the helping hand of school governments and the PEF. In general, the
findings highlight the complexities of student dropout processes and emphasize the

importance of working together to build a more welcoming and encouraging learning
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atmosphere that encourages student involvement and academic accomplishment in
PEF programs.

Recommendation

Provide extensive teacher training and assistance efforts to improve educators'
success, encouragement, and capacity to create a good learning environment for
student involvement and educational achievement.

Implement targeted financial assistance initiatives, including free books and funding,
to lower rates of dropping out among students from economically deprived
backgrounds in PEF programs.

Coordinate with community members to promote education, tackle social issues
affecting student retention, and offer comprehensive support amenities for children
and their families suffering dropout.

Establish active tracking mechanisms for recognizing at-risk students and give
personalized interventions, such as counselling, academic assistance, and mentoring
Initiatives in order to increase their attendance at school.

Investing in school infrastructure, including clean water, enough facilities, and a
secure atmosphere for learning, can improve student happiness, well-being, and
participation in PEF programs.

Longitudinal research can shed light on variables affecting dropout rates over time.
This method can help researchers analyse the progression of educational alienation
and pinpoint important times when treatments can be most successful.

Analysing dropout rates across areas, schools, and educational initiatives helps
discover variables affecting student attrition. This comparative study can help guide

tailored solutions based on individual settings and requirements.
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Appendices
Topic: “Causes of Students dropout from Punjab Education
Foundation partner schools”

Questionnaire for Teachers

I am Taqi Abbas Khan, a student pursuing MPhil in Education at the University of
Education. For my research, I have chosen the topic, “Causes of Students dropout
from Punjab Education Foundation partner schools”. Since this study focuses on
PEF school’s teachers, students and their parents, I assure you that strict anonymity
will be maintained throughout the research process. All responses will be treated
confidentially and kept anonymous.

Demographic survey
Gender:

MalET] Femfld

. Age: 16—2ﬁ 26-381  36-%] 46-{1 51 dadolder

3.Qualification: 4. Experience:

5. School name:

Note: This questionnaire required how far do you agree and disagree with the
following statement using the 5-Point Scale which is given below?
SD (Strongly Disagree), D (Disagree), N (Neutral), A (Agree), SA (Strongly

Agree).

Questionnaire for Teachers



Directions: Please indicate your level of agreement with each of the following
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statements about your school from strongly disagree to strongly agree. Your answers

are confidential

Sr no|Statements SD N A [SA
Factors related to Parents

1 [lliteracy of parents is a cause of student’s dropouts.

2 Ignorance of parents is a cause of dropouts.

3 Domestic/family problems of students causes dropout

4 Family has decided to send their children to some other schools
or Madrassah.

S Student’s absence in school due to parent’s lack of interest.

6 Harsh behaviour of parents at home.

7 Poverty is a cause of dropouts

8 Provision of basic necessities for students is a source of dropout
Factors related to Teachers

9 Harsh behaviour of teachers at school.

10 [Insufficient student teacher ratio is a cause of dropouts.

11 [Sudden transfer of teacher causes dropout

12 |Rough attitude of teachers during exam causes dropout.

13 [Lack of communication between teacher and parents.
Factors related to Schools

14 |Huge strength of students in class room.

15 |Mismanagement in schools causes dropout.
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16

Lack of basic facilities in schools (drinking water, toilets,

electricity, desks etc) causes dropout.

17

Too much homework from school.

18

Lack of transport facilities at school.

19

School fees and lack of funds are causes of learners’ dropout

Factors related to examination

20

Poor evaluation system of exam.

21

Curriculum is beyond the capability of students

22

Very lengthy syllabus is a source of dropout.

23

Flaws in examination system causes dropout

Factors related to Students

24

Students lack of interest due to poor health.

25

Poor Hearing of students causes dropout

26

Poor eyesight of students is a cause of dropout.

27

Students are too psychologically weak to attend school.

28

Poor academic performance affects students mind and they have

to leave school.
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Topic: “Causes of Students dropout from Punjab Education
Foundation partner schools”

Interview Guide for Parents

I am Taqi Abbas Khan, a student pursuing MPhil in Education at the University of
Education. For my research, I have chosen the topic, “Causes of Students dropout
from Punjab Education Foundation partner schools”. Since this study focuses on
PEF school’s teachers and students and their parents, I assure you that strict
anonymity will be maintained throughout the research process. All interview
transcripts will be treated confidentially and kept anonymous.

Demographic survey

Gender

Male [ Female [

. Age: 22-f11 32-fl 4261 52 {nd older

3.Name: 4. Qualification:



10.

81

5. School name of his/her kid:

Interview Guide for Parents

Background Information

Could you kindly introduce yourself and your child, for example their grade.

How long did your child been enrolled in the PEF School?

What inspired you to enroll your children in the PEF School?

Were you satisfied with the PEF School when your children initially joined school?
Academic and Educational experience

How would you rank the overall standard or quality of the PEF School? Were there
any issue with the curriculum teaching method or resources that effect your learning
experience

Were there any challenges with the teacher’s availability or responsiveness?

What level would you give the PEF School services and infrastructure? Were there
any issue related to availability of classrooms, sanitation facilities or other resources.
Did the expense of the school or your limited budget influence the decision of

dropping your child?

Suggestion’s for Improvement
What improvements or enhancements would you propose to the PEF School on the

basis of your experience to deal with the reasons of student dropouts?

How could you think that PEF could better support students who face challenges

during their education?
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“Causes of Students Dropout from Punjab Education Foundation
Partner Schools”

Questionnaire for Students

I am Taqi Abbas Khan, a student pursuing MPhil in Education at the University of
Education. For my research, I have chosen the topic, “Causes of Students Dropout
from Punjab Education Foundation Partner Schools”. Since this study focuses on
PEF school’s teachers, students and their parents, therefore you are requested to
provide data.

Demographicsurvey

1. Gender

Male [0 Female [J

2. Age (years): 06-[al 11-A 16-80] 21 4ad older

3.Name: 4. Class in which

dropped:

5. School name:

Interview Guide

Background Information

1. Can you please tell me your name and grade level?
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How long did you been enrolled in the PEF school?

What you motivated to join PEF School?

Did you have any expectations and goals when you most enrolled?

Academic and Educational experience

Did you receive sufficient support from teacher and staff?

Did financial restrictions play a role in your decision to drop out?

Did you face any specific difficulties related to the quality of education provided by
the PEF School? For example, were there any issue with the curriculum teaching
method or resources that effect your learning experience?

Did you face any family circumstances or responsibilities that made it difficult for
you to continue your education?

Did you encounter any infrastructure related challenges that contributed to your
decisions to drop out? For example, were there any issue related to availability of
classrooms, sanitation facilities or other resources.

Suggestion’s for Improvement

What changes or improvement would you suggest to the PEF to prevent students from
dropping out?

How could you think that PEF could better support students who face challenges

during their education?



